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Prez Sez

Hello everybody;

There is a bill before the House of Representatives (HR 2416) that would place severe penalties on rockhounding on public land, including seizure of vehicle and property of anyone committing even a minor violation. This is a very bad bill.  I strongly recommend that every member mail or email a note to your congressman (congressperson) urging a vote against this bill. 

Here is a link that you can copy into an internet browser:
http://www.house.gov/writerep/
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When the temperature drops and the wind increases – elections are in the air currents.  Please contemplate who you want to be your representatives for President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Program chairperson will also be available as a volunteer position.  

Please read the article on page 3 and support fossil collectors by clicking on one or more of the web links to express your views.  

I need some feedback to hear if club members are interested in a Holiday potluck dinner during the November club meeting.  The club would provide the meat and we would bring the side dishes and desserts.  As a fun activity we could each bring a $5-10 gift and exchange gifts anonymously.  This could make dreary November meetings much more fun and lively!!!

Please think about this and let me know.  
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SEPTEMBER  FIELD TRIP

Preregistration is required so we will know how many people are going.        

Contact Shirley Green at 848-1085.

Trip to Spruce Pine area to visit 2 collecting sites led by a guide. We will meet at Burnsville, NC, just west of Spruce Pine.  Possible collecting sites are- Ray Mine  (small parking fee, hike uphill), Crabtree Emerald Mine, and Sink Hole Mine.  This is a good 5-hour drive from Raleigh. Several members are staying at the Blue Ridge Motel.  Rates are about $35.00.     

Date:     September 20th  8:30 A.M. Meet at motel parking lot.

Meeting Place:    Blue Ridge Motel,  Burnsville, NC   1-828-682-9100 

Possible minerals:  Crabtree – emerald, Ray – beryl, Sinkhole - moonstone
Directions:  Highway 19E from Spruce Pine to Burnsville, NC, go past McDonalds, turn right onto Cooper St, take a right to West Blvd, Blue Ridge Motel is on your left.

What to Bring:  Backpack,  specimen wrapping paper, 3lb Sledge Hammer and Chisel, Drinking Water, Rock Pick, Small Shovel, 1/2 inch screen, bug spray, toilet paper.

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP

WHEN – October 4th  8:00am – 12 noon

WHERE –   Standard Minerals Company – Glendon, NC

EQUIPMENT – hard hats, boots, eye protection, bug & sun protection, water, snacks, containers for minerals, hammer & chisels, metal detector

MINERALS –  large pyrite cubes, massive pyrophyllite 

DIRECTIONS –  Take US 1 South to Sanford, just past Sanford turn right (West) onto NC 42.  Go 15 miles on NC 42 into Chatham County.  Turn left (South) on SR 1006, the Glendon-Carthage Road. Go about 15 miles to gate, the address is #591.

DETAILS – This Company has been mining pyrophyllite since the 1920’s and by underground methods until 1966.  The remnants of the old mine shafts are sometimes turned up in the surface operations today.  Unlike the harder aggregate materials mined elsewhere, the soft pyrophyllite does not require drilling and blasting to quarry.  Powdered pyrophyllite is used in textured paints, insecticides, firebrick, wall tile, dry wall filler, rubber mold releases and some plastics.
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AUGUST MINUTES

Fred Farmer won the scholarship drawing for Wildacres.

September 20, field trip to Spruce Pine area, emerald mine.

The President received a letter from a company who sell opals. If you are interested, get in touch with Robin Suddaby.  

Shirley Green wrote a thank you letter to the Mason Mountain mine.  They responded by inviting us back.

Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, Chris Ennis, Secretary
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World’s Oldest Geology Student

By Hilton Freed

[image: image10.png]



From May 12 thru June 26, I was on the North Carolina State-Wide Geology Field Camp of 2003.  It was a wonderful experience for me and I particularly appreciated the financial help from the Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club.  As many of you know, North Carolina State University received a very generous donation from our club, and being a student there, I was one of the recipients of the aid.  There were thirty-eight students from seven North Carolina Universities and James Mason University from Virginia.  Eleven university professors supervised our mapping efforts in New Mexico and Colorado.  In New Mexico we were in Abiqui, Taos, Cuba, Rio Grande Gorge and the Harding Mine - and in Colorado, we were in Creede and Gunnison.  In between our mapping assignments we went to Capulin, Bandelier, Chaco Canyon and Mesa Verde National Parks.  We studied the structural geology of our mapping areas, the local mineralogy, did a slope stability study and a special hydrogeology project.  

Pictures of our trip can be found at: http://www.angelfire.com/nc3/geology/unc.html.

[image: image11.wmf]When I came back, I was surprised by one of my  professors  from the trip  with a job offer to be a teaching assistant in a web-based  physical geology  course for the summer.   My first geology job!  I have also recently enrolled in a geological forensics course at State, North Carolina's first such course.  Being the world's oldest geology student isn't easy, but I am just rock'n away.  Once again, thank you for your generosity.

Hilton Freed

Program  for September

Beading by Joann Lail

An informative and interesting demonstration.

             GEM & MINERAL SHOWS
	Sept 13
	Rock Swap @ Greensboro

3rd annual ***

	Sept 19-21
	Greensboro, NC

“Frank Cox Productions”

	Oct 3-5
	Gastonia, NC

25th annual Gaston County Club Show

	Oct 11
	Moncure, NC

3rd annual “The Rocks” rock swap

	Oct 17-19
	Franklin, NC

“14th annual Leaf Lookers Gemboree”


***Contact editor for details and directions.  I will be attending as a vendor.  This is a very enjoyable event.  
Demantoid Andradite Garnet


Demantoid a yellowish-green variety of andradite garnet is so called because of its high dispersion (so called fire or the ability of a stone to break up white light into spectral colors) and adamantine luster. These gems are diamond like and the word demantoid comes from the old German diamant, or Dutch demant, meaning “similar” to diamond. Some gemstone dealers have claimed that Demantoid shines and glows even in the shade.

Its green color is similar to peridot but with a yellowish shading. Demantoid is not the only green garnet. Uvarovite and the green grossular garnet variety called tsavorite are also cut for gems. Chromium is the coloring agent of demantoid.

When the Demantoid was first discovered in the Urals Mountains in Russia in 1868, it quickly advanced to the position of a much-coveted gemstone. Its fire was displayed at jewelers’ studios in Paris, New York and St Petersburg. Especially Russia’s star jeweler Carl Faberge was fascinated by its striking brilliance and color. It is said he loved to use the stone in his precious objects whenever possible. What was once a most popular gem among jewelry designers, manufactures, and royalty is now almost forgotten. While demantoids found great favor with the royal court for close to 60 years and were seen in every imaginable jewelry object its popularity came to an end with the Bolshevik revolution in 1917 when the mines were closed. 

Since that period, only infrequently did the demantoid garnet appeared on the market, and if that happened at all, it was usually as a stone set into an old piece of jeweler or from leftover storage from the historical occurrences in the Urals. There were a few small isolated finds of Demantoid in other places in the world, such as in the Congo or Korea in 1975; however, the qualities were only suitable for collectors of stones, not for jewelers. Now almost a century later, with the resurgence of independent mining operations in Russia and the discovered a new vein in Namibia is renewing desire for the fiery green gem.

While of minor importance, Arizona and Mexico are now producing small gem quality yellowish-green demantoid garnets. However, most are of lighter tone and less saturation than the Russian material.

Color is critical to varietal name. Demantoids may vary yellowish to brownish green-to-green and some rare cases blue-green. In any other color they are andradite. Variations of saturation and tone will affect value and identification. If the color is too light in tone it may be classified as only andradite. While some dealers prefer the dark rich emerald-like pure and saturated green, others prefer a light toned, more slightly yellowish-green stone. The lighter, less saturated colors allow for more dispersion. Determining the “best color for a demantoid” may be simply a matter of taste.

Expect demantoids to be fairly eye-clean. Unlike most gems, this one is known for retaining and even increasing its value by having a unique horsetail like inclusion of asbestos byssolite or serpentine chrysotile. Seeing a horsetail inclusion will positively identify the stone as a demantoid and from Russia. Demantoids from Namibia show a vivid light green to a deep bluish-green color and good brilliance.  But, Namibian demantoids are relatively inclusion-free missing are the characteristic horsetail-inclusions. 
Size and color are the important factors governing price.  Gems over 3 cts are rare, but a proper mix of dispersion and saturated green can be a winning combination. It has been rumored that some

demantoids have been heat treated to remove the yellowish or brownish secondary color. If true and the treatment can be identified, it would adversely affect the price.

Fine quality demantoid of 1 to 2 cts can be priced from $700/ct to $2,000/ct.  For stones of 3 cts the price can range up to $4,000 a ct. As a side note, demantoid is softer than other members of the garnet family.

Via the February 2003 JCK.
Excerpts from Carolina Chats

By Carl Goerch     Not copyrighted, help yourself   

From local newspapers, through the years…

1810

The population of the state is 555,500.  There are 10 newspapers published.  Warms Springs (later known as Hot Springs) is being developed as a resort.  

1811

We are happy to learn that there are at present in operation on the seacoast near Wilmington five salt manufactures, which will in the future make about 20,000 bushels of salt annually.

1812

We have received from a correspondent in Mecklenburg County a long account of the earthquake shock, which was felt in early March.

We learn that His Excellency, the Governor of North Carolina, has received instructions from the War Department to have 7,000 men ready for immediate call to service.  It now seems certain that war with Great Britain is about to take place.  

The Dismal Swamp Canal is completed and boats can pass from Albemarle Sound to Norfolk.  This will be of great benefit to farmers.  

1813

The first cotton mill has been established near Lincolnton.

1814

Commissioners were appointed by the Legislature for

erecting a new and commodious house in the vicinity of the city (Raleigh) for the future residence of His Excellency, the Governor of North Carolina.  The House will be of Brick and erected at the foot of Fayetteville Street, fronting the State House. 

1815

News of Peace reached this state and great was the rejoicing.  In the city of Raleigh, cannons were fired and there was loud cheering and huzzas.  

A public library has at last been established in Raleigh.  We hope that our citizens will patronize the institution, because good reading makes for good citizenship.

Seven towns exceed 1,000 in population.  Across the state there is a cotton mill, 3 paper mills, and 23 small iron mills.
To: SFMS Member Clubs   Jim Flora SFMS Webmaster

Subject: Anti-rockhounding bill (S 546 and HR 2416)
Fossil collectors need your help.  The Senate passed S546, the Paleontological Protection Act and sent it to the house.  Please contact your congressional representative and tell them the bill is no good.

''We're not trying to ensnare the amateur collector, like a Boy Scout picking up rocks. We want to stop illegal excavation,'' said McGovern's press secretary, Michael Mershon. --REPORTED in the Boston Globe.


Here's what Washington Watch says about the bill that just was passed by the Senate:      http://www.eco.freedom.org/el/20030702/hardiman.shtml  

 Anti-rockhounding bill titled the Paleontological Resources Preservation Act places severe penalties on recreational rockhounding, would permit only "experts" to disturb public land surfaces.  Allows for seizure of private vehicles, camping equipment and anything else the government wants to grab for even minor violations. This bill assumes that Big Brother Government has all the answers, even though some of the greatest discoveries of dinosaurs and pre-recorded history has been done by private individuals.”

 Pete Lucero, Bevinetto Fellow, Senate Energy and Natural Resources, National Parks Subcommittee wrote, "The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act places no new restrictions on amateur fossil collecting on federal lands.  Every activity that an amateur can legally do today would still be legal after the passage of S.546."  That's true.  The current regulations say no excavating.  Nothing will change in the law about excavating.  It will STILL be ILLEGAL to excavate.

The difference lies in the enforcement and punishment.  Under the existing law they have to take you to court to collect the $50 fine; it is rarely enforced.  Under the proposed law, they will assess penalties from the BLM, BOR, or Forest Service offices and can take your vehicle and equipment (without trial or any recourse to trial for civil offences).   

Write your representative in the house to stop this bill.  Here's an easy link.
http://www.house.gov/writerep/


This bill opens the door to end all excavations on public land.  Sen. Baucus is involved in this.  If you want more information go to
 http://www.colossal-fossil-site.com/475-legislative/red-white-blue.htm  


Please send the email form and letters.  Get your friends and co-workers to do the same. There isn't much time left.

     September  2003


TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





               September – C & C Hummel





               October – Dianne Rowlings


               November – Christmas Dinner





SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS


Jim Bilau


Abdelhadi Chajai


John Fetvedt


Ernie Gooch


John, Harrison, Jr.


Pat Jackson


Allen Lawrence


Gary McCutchen


Eric Motzno








