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Hello everybody,


I hope that we can have time this meeting to go over the proposed By Law changes. In addition to this, I would like everybody to consider becoming more involved in the club by becoming an officer. Yep, elections are coming up in November.

Robin
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From the Editor…

This is me

Words cannot describe
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Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers

October – Charlie Bender

November – Debbie & Jerry Miller

[image: image4.wmf]November Field Trip

When – November 9, 8:30 – 12 noon

Where – Martin Marietta Woodleaf Quarry

Minerals – the zeolites – prehnite, laumontite, apophyllite, 

                 chabazite, stilbite along with calcite and have been  

                 found in previous visits

Tools – hard hat, hard boots, NO SNEAKERS, hammer, pick,

             chisel, wrapping material, bucket, flats, snacks, water, bug

             spray, sun protection

Directions – Catch Hwy 64 West, when Hwy 64 crosses US 52, continue on 64 about 10 miles to the junction of Hwy 801.  Turn left (South) on 801 and go about 12.5 miles to Woodleaf.  You will go thru Cooleemee and cross the Yadkin River before getting to the town of Woodleaf.  Once in Woodleaf, you will pass a trailer park, and Cool Springs Rd.  The next road is only about 30 yards away at a convenience store.  Turn right and go about 700 yards.  The entrance to the quarry will be on the right.  Meet at the office
Gem & Mineral Shows

	November 1-3
	Greensboro Coliseum, NC

[image: image5.wmf]Frank Cox Productions

	November 1-3
	Reidsville, NC

Rockingham Club’s 11th annual show

	November 23-24
	Fairfax, VA

Northern VA Club 11th annual show

	Nov 29 - Dec 1
	Columbia, SC

Columbia Club’s 25th annual show

	December 6-8
	Greensboro Coliseum, NC

Greensboro Club’s 30th annual show



ANNOUNCEMENT

I am Nazeer Hamdoon, a Sri Lankan national, and President of Sri Lanka Products & Crafts, Inc., of Raleigh, North Carolina.  We deal in gemstones and jewelry from Sri Lanka.  I am an FGA (Fellow of the Gemological Association, London) qualified gemologist.  I would appreciate a lapidarist to re-cut some of the gemstones I have. 

      

I can be reached by phone or fax, 781-9204.

Thank you

Cordially, 

Nazeer Hamdoon
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Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club September Minutes

The president called the meeting to order. There were 4 visitors this month.

Jerry and Debbie Miller are now directors at Wildacres for the next two years.  Jerry encouraged members to attend when they had the opportunity.

Hilton Freed won door prize.

Business:  Corinne Hummel gave the financial report on checking and savings.

Field Trips:


Glendon – October 12, 8 am – 12 noon.


Woodleaf – November 9 (Greensboro Area)

Shirley Green is doing a great job of lining up trips.

Show:  Contracts for 2003 show are going out this coming weekend.

Old Business:

There was an amendment to the amendment on fee reimbursement:

New amendment states that the club will subsidize craft center classes for members working a minimum of two hours at the gem and mineral show. 

Members voted on a flat $50 reimbursement fee rather than a percentage.

Fred Farmer made a motion that the club create and pay for a domain name for the club web site.  John Nigro seconded. Passed.

Fred made a motion to approve fees to create and maintain a web site for the club. Seconded and passed.

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Farmer, Secretary

Raffle Winner Hilton Freed
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Well, it happened again, I won the raffle.  I think it is the third time in history that I have won.  It was a difficult decision, among the many goodies that caught my eye, were an obsidian sphere, a multi-colored turtle and a wulfenite in a perky box.  But alas, I chose the cassiterite (ore of tin) and beryl in muscovite matrix, appropriately labeled on the bottom, "Made In China".  Cassiterite comes from the Greek word kassiteros, meaning tin. 

Cassiterite, SnO2, tetragonal, hardness: 6-7, adamantine luster.  My specimen is a lovely, multi-crystal grouping of black elbow-shaped twins with a characteristic notch, which led miners to call it a "visor twin".  In the silvery matrix of muscovite there is a single translucent crystal of beryl (Goshenite) with distinct prism faces visible along its long or C-axis.  Cassiterite is an original constituent of igneous rocks and pegmatites but is commonly found in high-temperature hydrothermal veins in or near granitic rocks.  Most of the world’s supply of tin, presently comes from Bolivia (vein deposits) and Southeast Asia (alluvial deposits).  Tin is used in various metals and solders and is often mixed with lead.  It will join the other specimens on my coffee table proudly displayed and labeled as "acquired in the Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club raffle".

Three Types of Rock 
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Igneous Rock is formed when magma cools underground and crystallizes or when it erupts unto the surface of the ground, cools and crystallizes. Magma that erupts onto the surface is called lava. When magma cools slowly underground the crystals are large enough to see. When it cools quickly on the surface, the crystals are very small and you would need a magnifier or a microscope to see them. Sometimes, when the magma cools very quickly, it forms a kind of black glass - obsidian that you cannot see through. 

[image: image9.wmf]Sedimentary Rock forms from particles, called sediment, that are worn off other rocks. The particles are sand, silt, and clay. Sand has the largest particles while clay has the smallest. If there are a lot of pebbles mixed with the sand, it is called gravel. The sediment gets turned into rock by being buried and compacted by pressure from the weight above it. Another way it becomes rock is from being cemented together by material that has been dissolved in water. Often, both cementing and compaction take place together.
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Metamorphic Rock is formed by great heat, or pressure, or both. The pressure can come from being buried very deep in the earth's crust, or from the huge plates of the earth's crust pushing against each other. The deeper below the surface of the earth, the higher the temperature, so deep burial also means high temperatures. Another way that high temperatures occur is when magma rises through the earth's upper crust. It is very hot and bakes the rock through which it moves. Hot liquids or gases from the magma also can cause chemical changes in the rock around the magma.
High on a mountain top

What do you think of when you hear that phrase? Davey Crockett or  something more personal, more evocative?  Many of us think of Wildacres, a unique and fabulous mountain top experience. The Eastern Federation's Wildacres Workshop is held on a mountaintop, just off the Blue Ridge Parkway in western North Carolina, within sight of Mount Mitchell, the highest peak in the Eastern United States.


It is an idyllic setting, winding roads through the woods, lined with rhododendrons, up to the Wildacres Retreat in Little Switzerland. Imagine relaxing on the porches, swaying back and forth in the  rocking chairs, or strolling the grounds, admiring the view, the flowers and the foliage. Listen to the cicadas and the wind or the rain at night. Imagine a peaceful week without the constant interruptions of the phone and the TV. Have the freedom to socialize, to learn a new skill and to learn more about the hobby.

The facility has all the essentials. Comfortable rooms in the lodges accommodate two people with a private bathroom. Meals are served family style with plenty of good food and conversation. The meeting rooms and classrooms are well equipped to meet our needs for lectures, classes, the auction and fun night.

Fresh coffee is available in the canteen for early risers. The canteen also has snack and drink vending machines and several hours a day, it is open for sales of mugs, t-shirts, postcards, stamps, ice cream, etc. It is also a popular meeting place in the evenings for ping-pong, cards and other games.

A week on the mountain is good for the heart, good for the hobby and just plain fun. You owe it to yourself to come and join in.

Check out amfed.org/efmls/wildacres. Watch for the 2003 dates in late November.

Via Editor C. Weinberger, Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

What is the Rock Cycle?

Rocks, like mountains, do not last forever. The weather, running water, and ice wear them down. All kinds of rocks become sediment. Sediment is sand, silt, or clay. As the sediment is buried it is compressed and material dissolved in water cements it together to make it into sedimentary rock. If a great amount of pressure is exerted on the sedimentary rock, or it is heated, it may turn into a metamorphic rock. If rocks are buried deep enough, they melt. When the rock material is molten, it is called a magma. If the magma moves upward toward the surface it cools and crystallizes to form igneous rocks. This whole process is called the Rock Cycle.
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