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The 2005 Club Leaders

President – Kenny Gay……….……..………………604-2376    (kenny.gay@ncmail.net)   
Vice President – Tom Bapple…………………...…...954-5042   (tmbapple@mindspring.com)     

Secretary – Christa Ennis ……………….…..…..…....772-2192

Treasurer – Corinne Hummel…………….………….779-6220   (mchummel@mindspring.com) 

Program Chairperson……………… …………OPEN

Field Trip Chairperson & Librarian………………Shirley Green       848-1085       cell 274-1837            
Hospitality……………………...………..…..Corinne Hummel

          Committee Members

               Cyndy Hummel (mchummel@mindspring.com)…..….…...779-6220

               Bob Bendelow  (r.bendelow@earthlink.net)………………552-8175
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This household has finally recovered from the March Gem & Mineral Show.  When one family wears many hats, it does take a while to pack all those hats away.  The numbers are in and it is official – table prices will increase by $5 for the 2006 show.  Some of the fat will be trimmed - like fewer sodas and more water being provided.  I see this as a positive sign that people are moving away from sugary drinks. The annual show provides monetary gifts for our donations to various organizations.  This year’s low profit translates into smaller gifts.  We should be back on track for 2007.
I would like to hear a round of applause for the return of the programs.  Regular programs have really been missing for quite a while.  Thank you Program Committee!!!
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MAY FIELD TRIP

WHEN – Saturday  May 21, 2005, 8:00 AM to noon

WHERE – Martin Marietta’s 11th Street Quarry in Hickory
TOOLS NEEDED – boots, hard hat, rock hammer, mallet, chisels, pry bar, wrapping material like newspaper or paper towels, cardboard flats, buckets, backpacks, gloves, water, snacks, sun protection, insect repellent
MINERALS – Garnets in matrix, Ankerite, Allanite, Apophylite, Prehnite , bladed Calcite 
DIRECTIONS – I-40 West to Exit 125.   Go right at top of Exit.  1st Light go right.  Dead end then the quarry is right there.
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 MARCH MINUTES

President Kenny Gay asked the members if the minutes from last month could be accepted.  Deborah Miller made the motion to accept and Vitus Carroll seconded.  Motion was carried.   

New business:  Sign up sheets for volunteers for the club show were passed around.  Prep Maynard reported that the show is on schedule.  He also had some faceted stones for give away prices and grab bags. Cyndy Hummel announced that several new dealers will be present at the show and club members were encouraged to observe the new dealers and give her feedback.  Cyndy further stated that tumbled stones had been ordered and should arrive in time for the show.  

Shirley Green reported that the Limonite trip would be re-scheduled, tentatively for the last week in April.  Glenn Branch reported that the Fossil trip to Aurora is scheduled for the 3rd of April, the same weekend as the club show.  A limit of 8 members can go.  Children must be 18 to attend.

APRIL MINUTES
Charlie Bender won the drawing.

Cyndy requested feedback from the members on the new dealers.  Kenny reported that the feedback from the dealers themselves were all positive.  Material is needed for grab bags for the next show.  

Guests and new members were introduced:  Eileen Conklin, Bob Sigmon, Charles Griffin, Mike Williams, Malinda Davis, Ron Simmons, and George Drakulic.

Bob Bendelow requested that any member wishing to receive the monthly newsletter via email, to please get in touch with him.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Ennis, Secretary

Wulfenite 

by Charlie Bender

As the winner of the April drawing I selected a nice specimen of Wulfenite. This mineral forms square-shaped, tabular crystals, and also prismatic crystals. Other forms are massive and granular. Wulfenite is typically colored orange or yellow, but may be brown, gray, or greenish brown. The colors often appear brilliant. The streak is white. This is a transparent to translucent mineral. It has a resinous to adamantine luster.  It belongs to the group Molybdates. The chemical composition is PbMoO4.  It has a hardness of 3, and the cleavage is distinct in one direction.  Wulfenite forms in the parts of ore veins that have been altered by circulating fluids, mainly water. Wulfenite can occur with a great variety of other minerals, including cerussite, limonite, galena, pyromorphite, and malachite, as well as mimetite.  Many of the choice collecting sites are in the Southwestern United States and Mexico.  The name is in honor of Franz Xaver von Wulfen (1728-1805), Austrian mineralogist.

May Program – “Snacks & a Movie”

The film is called “The Gem Hunter in Afghanistan”.  It was filmed in July of 2001, just before the September 11th attacks on the Twin Towers.  Gary Bowersox slips over the border at night, traveling by horseback, and in the best advertisement that Toyota has never seen.  In this movie you will see “how” people deal with each other in determining the right price for lapis, look at how & where it is stored after being mined, etc.  The scenery is great, and it moves along quickly, and is a great education in just 50 minutes.  

A Round Tuit

This is a tuit. Guard it

with your life as tuits are

 hard to come by, especially

round tuits.  This is a valuable

Item, as it will help you become

a much more efficient person.  For

years you have been saying, “I’ll do

this as soon as I get around tuit.”

now that you have one, you can

do all those things you have

put off until you got a

Round Tuit!!!

Citrine Comes of Age

Citrine is the Rodney Dangerfield of stones and the yellow/orange variety of quartz. This gemstone is recognized more as a substitute for topaz than as an important variety of quartz. Citrine is less expensive; lower in hardness, less brilliant, and the ultimate insult, the alternate replacement stone of topaz as a birthstone for the month of November. It’s even been given the dubious honor of representing the 13th wedding anniversary. Needless to say, citrine gets little respect. 

Citrine is a macrocrystalline variety of the mineral quartz (SiO2). It is any quartz that is yellow or orange in color. Although, often cut as a gemstone, citrine is actually somewhat rare in nature. Most citrines on the market have been heat-treated. Specimens of low grade, inexpensive amethyst or smoky quartz are often cooked at high temperatures to produce the more profitable orange yellow citrine. Citrines whose colors have been produced by artificial means tend to have much more of an orange or reddish caste than those found in nature, which are usually a pale yellow. Much of the natural stones may have started out as amethyst but heat from nearby magmatic bodies may have caused the change to citrine. Citrine is less common in nature than amethyst and has the same general occurrence. It has been found in siliceous volcanics, occurring as macroscopic crystals and druzy coverings inside of agate lined amygdaloidal cavities or vugs, often forming geodes.  It also   occurs   in quartz   veins.  Interestingly, a popular   gemstone on the market   is a mixture of half amethyst and half citrine and is given the name ametrine. 

Citrine has been used as gemstones and other ornamental objects for thousands of years. In most early references it was often confused with topaz. The name citrine comes from the old French word citrin, which means yellow. There is still confusion between citrine and topaz. Unfortunately for citrine, it is still often confused with the more expensive orange-yellow   topaz and   is   at times sold as topaz by unscrupulous   dealers.  This   practice   has   soured   many potential citrine fanciers who see it as a fake topaz and not as a legitimate gemstone.  The color of citrine is due to small amounts (approximately 40 parts per million) of iron (Fe3+) impurities in the crystal structure of quartz. The difference between citrine and amethyst is only the oxidation state of the iron impurities present in the quartz. Subjecting amethyst to heat will reduce the oxidation state of the iron impurities in the quartz structure thereby causing amethyst's purple color to fade and become yellow to reddish-orange (citrine), green, or colorless depending on the site and original oxidation state of the iron impurities present and depending on the amount and duration of the heat applied. The purple color of amethyst usually can be regained by irradiation, which re-oxidizes the iron impurities. This irradiation can be done by synthetic means, or it can occur in nature by radioactive   decay of nearby radioactive minerals.  In most   cases   this   is   a   reversible   process, however excessive heating may change the distribution of the iron impurities at the different sites within the quartz structure making it impossible to convert citrine back to amethyst by subsequent irradiation. At the present, it is not possible to determine whether or not an amethyst or citrine was synthetically irradiated or heated.

Citrine is said to be especially useful in stimulating one's mental capacities, enhancing creativity  & intuition and bolstering one's self-confidence. It is also said to give emotional control while making one more alert. Citrine is also very helpful in assisting one to acquire and maintain wealth.    Citrine is useful in helping to remove toxins from the body and to treat muscular disorders, and to help stimulate healing in general. It has been used extensively in treating a number of disorders including those of the heart, liver, kidneys and digestive system. Citrine helps provide relief from the effects of radiation, and facilitates absorption of antioxidants.  The astrological signs of citrine are Gemini, Aries, Libra and Leo.
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TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers


 


   May – Walt Milowic





                     June – open


                     July – open


                    August –  ICE CREAM SOCIAL


                    September – open


                    October –  open


                    November – open


  








     





               





MAY  BIRTHDAYS     


Madeline Blatt


Karen Branch


Mickey Broadway


Josh Chrisey


Eileen Conklin


Andi Gooch


Shirley Green


Chris Gibson


Sarah Harrison


Nancy Holland


Corinne Hummel


Ray Kennedy


Buddy Thompson


Chris & Susan Whitley

















 





APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 


    


Emily Barker


Bob Bendelow


Melinda Davis


Lee & Scott Fleming


David & Karen Scoglio


Thomas Todaro

















 








