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The 2005 Club Leaders

President – Kenny Gay……….……..………………604-2376    (kenny.gay@ncmail.net)   
Vice President – Tom Bapple…………………...…...954-5042   (tmbapple@mindspring.com)     

Secretary – Christa Ennis ……………….…..…..…....772-2192

Treasurer – Corinne Hummel…………….………….779-6220   (mchummel@mindspring.com) 

Program Chairperson……………… ……………..Debbie Miller     467-6613

Field Trip Chairperson & Librarian……………….Shirley Green       848-1085       cell 274-1837            
Hospitality……………………...………..………..Corinne Hummel

          Committee Members

               Cyndy Hummel (mchummel@mindspring.com)…..….…...779-6220

               Bob Bendelow  (r.bendelow@earthlink.net)………………552-8175
   From the Editor…

[image: image3.wmf]Do you enjoy attending field trips?  Do you like collecting minerals, facet and cabbing rough, and fossils?  When you receive the newsletter do you check for the field trip in the bulletin before anything else?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, I have a special assignment just for you.  The club needs a field trip committee to set up trips beginning with the September excursion.  The field trip chairperson has stepped down from her position and it is time for some of you to step up.  Call President Kenny Gay to join this committee.  
   If you would like to bring the refreshments for July, please contact the President or Editor.       
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JULY FIELD TRIP

WHEN –Friday, July 15th, 9AM – 5PM
WHERE – Vulcan Quarry, Pacolet, SC

TOOLS NEEDED – boots, hard hat, rock hammer, mallet, chisels, pry bar, wrapping material like newspaper or paper towels, cardboard flats, buckets, backpacks, gloves, water, snacks, sun protection, insect repellent

MINERALS –  Chabazite, Stilbite, Purple Fluorite, Garnet 
DIRECTIONS –  From Asheville, take I-26 East to the Inman Exit (Hwy 176) in SC, head towards Spartanburg, stay on Hwy 176 through Spartanburg towards Pacolet, you will pass a Koeler plant then you will see the Lighthouse seafood restaurant on the right, turn left at the light at the restaurant and go 1/2 mile, quarry is on left. 
Contact Shirley Green for further information.  



AUGUST FIELD TRIP

WHEN – August 20th, 9:00AM – 12 NOON

WHERE – Vulcan Materials Morganton Quarry, Causby Quarry Road

TOOLS NEEDED – same as above

MINERALS –  garnet, golden beryl, black tourmaline, apatite, sphene, feldspar, biotite and muscovite books, and siderite. Most of these are found in pegmatite zones. Garnets are almandine and have been found up to silver dollar size. Most are 1/8” - 1/4” imbedded in the pegmatite. 
DIRECTIONS –  From I-40, take Highway 18 North at exit 105.  At the fourth traffic light, turn right on Fleming Drive.  Continue to end of road at Route 64/70 (dead end at BiLo Food Store).  Turn left on Route 64/70, travel under the railroad bridge. Immediately after bridge, at the Viscotec plant, turn right on Kirksey Drive.  Make another right on Quarry Road.  Quarry entrance is 1/4 mile off Quarry Road. 
MISCELLANEOUS – Drive time is 3.5 – 4 hours

SPECIAL CONDITIONS – 15 minutes hazard training will be required and safety gear will be worn at all times. STAY AWAY FROM THE QUARRY WALLS!!! Plenty of material will be loose on the quarry floor.

Contact Jim Stroud with questions Phone: 336-744-2940
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Guests were recognized by President Kenny Gay: Janet Walls, Tonya Reese, and Ann Carr.

Walt Milowic asked the members if fluorescent minerals could be purchased for the display for the next club show.   A short discussion followed.  Kenny suggested that we should purchase 6-12 specimens of different fluorescent colors. Mickey Broadway made the motion for the club to purchase sufficient specimens to fill 1 display case.  The motion was seconded by Bob Bendelow.  The motion carried.  Cyndy Hummel made the motion that the club should spend approximately $300.00 for these specimens.  Marion Broadway seconded and the motion carried. It was suggested that if anyone could or would be in the position to purchase specimens for this purpose, please get in touch with your President, Kenny Gay.

Tom Bapple won the drawing.

Kenny brought volcanic rocks to give away for the show and tell program.   Several other members: Shirley Green, Lee Fleming, Herb Biber, and Cyndy showed off their most precious finds. Mickey Broadway had the most unusual specimen of the night.  

The President announced that our next show would be our 30th anniversary.  Discussion followed on purchasing T-Shirts for volunteers at the show.  We would need about 50 – 75 T-shirts.  Our club has purchased these in the past.  If anyone has information on who printed the shirts, please get in touch with Kenny.

Eric Motzno received a CD from a jewelry company on Lapidary.  Eric donated this CD to the club’s library.  

Also, Shirley resigned as the club’s Field Trip Chairperson as of August 1, 2005.  If anyone is interested in filling this position, (it could be a committee) please get in touch with Kenny.  

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Ennis, Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENT

If anyone is interested in purchasing a rock saw, it has a diamond blade and can cut up to 12 rocks.  It has a vat for the oil and an electric motor driving the blade.  It stands about 4 feet high in a 3x4’ area with an automatic advance to move the rock through the blade.  It apparently gives a very smooth finish to the rock.  The machine is old but efficient.  The asking price is $600.  If interested please call 919 427 2956 Denny or Rebecca Reed.      
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Spotlighting Analcime

Analcime, AlSi2O6-H2O, Hydrated Sodium Aluminum Silicate is a popular and interesting mineral.  It is usually clear, white or gray, but greenish, yellowish and reddish tints are possible. It has vitreous luster with no cleavage and uneven fracture.  Analcime’s streak is white, with a hardness of 5 to 5.5.  It is found in Mont St. Hilaire, Quebec; Iceland; several localities in Oregon, Colorado and New Jersey, USA; Nova Scotia, Italy and Switzerland.
Analcime comes from the Greek word analkidos which means “weak”. This refers to the weak electricity it generates when heated or rubbed. Analcime forms as a primary mineral in some igneous rocks but also forms by hydrothermal filling in of cavities of basaltic (volcanic) rocks.

It is sometimes known as analcite, although analcime is preferred. It is one of the few minerals that characteristically form its own unique crystal, the isometric trapezohedron. It has 24 deltoid-shaped faces, where each face occupies one third of the position of a single octahedron's face. 

Analcime is one of the most easily recognizable zeolites, because of its distinctive shape. Often described as “soccer ball” shaped. A specimen from McKay Head had crystals that were heavily included with chlorite and thus tinted green. Similar included crystals have been reported from Two Islands. Crystals are generally small with large crystals being rare, up to many centimeters in diameter.   At both Wasson's Bluff and Cape

D'Or, native copper is sometimes found with the analcime. At Wasson's sharp bright and lustrous microcrystals of copper have been found scattered around inside the analcime without any attachment to the underlying matrix. The copper included analcime crystals, or at least parts of the crystals, often fluoresce a bright blue color. 

[image: image10.png]


Analcime's structure has a typical zeolite openness that allows large ions and molecules to reside and actually move around inside the overall framework. Zeolites are a class of materials with a regular structure of these voids within their molecular structure. The word “zeolites” comes from the Greek zeo (to boil) and lithos (stone). This is because many zeolites contain significant amounts of water within their structure. This water is lost when they are heated, but much of it is regained when they are cooled - depending on the species. Zeolites have a number of beneficial properties and are widely used in industry. The voids in their structure can be used as a molecular sieve to sort other molecules by size. 

Some of the many uses for zeolites or manufactured zeolite products– 

Aquaculture



· Ammonia filtration in fish hatcheries 

· Biofilter media 

Agriculture

· Odor control 
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Confined animal environmental control 
· Livestock feed additive
Horticulture

· Nurseries, Greenhouses   

· Tree and shrub transplanting 

· Turf grass soil amendment  

· Reclamation, revegetation, landscaping 

· Silviculture (forestry, tree plantations) 

· Medium for hydroponic growing 

Household Products

· Household odor control 

· Pet odor control – cat litter

Industrial Products

· Absorbents for oil and spills 

· Gas separations 

Carving Amber
By Yoli Rose

      Beginner-to-intermediate carving project.

       You will need – 

                               - Craft saws, small jewelry files, sandpaper, or a flexible-shaft machine 

       - Any type or size of round burs and sanding discs (course, medium, or fine) 

                          - Safety glasses, Dust mask 

                          - Brass polish (i.e., Brasso or Knoxon) 

                          - Drills, strings, silicon carbide, or tripoli (optional) 
There is something warm and delicious about amber, the fossil resin of ancient pine trees. A carved piece of amber catches and plays with light, and has a smooth, sensuous feel. It is soft (2-3 Mohs) and relatively easy to carve - you can use everyday tools and do it by hand, or use a flexible-shaft machine. Don’t get attached to a particular piece because amber is brittle and can chip or break, and cannot take heat.

Amber can be transparent, translucent, or opaque, and can be of various colors.  Purchase amber from a reputable dealer. When in doubt of its authenticity, test the piece to be sure it is not plastic. First, in a spot you plan to carve away, stick the material with a hot needle. Burning amber smells sweet and pine like, not like plastic. Second, you can mix 4 teaspoons of salt into an 8-ounce glass of water. Real amber will float. Finally, you can brush or soak it in methyl alcohol or ethyl acetate. Plastic will dissolve. (Caution: amber will dissolve in solvents like acetone or nail polish remover.)

STEP 1.

Look carefully at your amber, checking for any cracks or areas you want to avoid or cut away. Initially, you may want to plan a design that is fairly simple.

Rough out the shape you want and take out spots you don't want, such as surface cracks. Start with rough sandpaper (maybe 80-grit) or sanding discs, or large, round burs. Remember to have the amber and both hands well braced on the workbench for control. This is important for every step throughout this project.

STEP 2.

If you want your carving to be a pendant, there are several ways to go about it. You can set the completed carving into a pendant with a bezel (be careful when bending the bezel over it, as amber is soft and brittle) or you can hang it with a wrapped wire or prong technique. However, if you want to drill through the piece and string it, I recommend doing it early on - before you've put too much time and energy into the carving - in case the amber shatters during drilling. Since most amber is transparent or semi-transparent, the hole you drill, and the cord that goes through it, may be visible in your piece. 

STEP 3.
If you choose to drill, draw a straight line across the amber with pencil at the height you want the hole to be, keeping it high enough so the piece doesn't flip over when strung. Draw another straight line across the center of the top and sides of the amber. Check that it looks correct. Make an “X” on both sides where the lines bisect - this is where you will be drilling. With a small, round bur, make indentions at the “X” on both ends. Keep the bur slow enough so as not to burn the tool, but fast enough so it doesn't skip, just cuts. (This pertains to all steps.) With a small drill, drill from either end, slowly and steadily, but keep the drill rotating! Continue drilling in and pulling out and blowing off dust. Don't stop in the middle or the drill will get stuck. Pay attention to where the drill is, and where your lines are from all angles, until you meet in the middle. If it's a bit askew, use  progressively larger drills until it is straight.

STEP 4.

Carve your design with round burs. Pay attention to the direction the bur moves, so you can spin it away from any edges, to avoid chipping.

STEP 5.

Sand the amber with finer and finer sandpaper (higher grit numbers). Small pieces of sandpaper around bamboo skewers or toothpicks can get into hard to reach indentations. After you've used 600-grit or finer, finish by rubbing the piece with brass polish on a soft cloth.

STEP 6.

Before stringing a pendant, thrum the inside hole with a piece of string tied to one end of your workbench, and coated with oil (olive or other). Repeat using separate strings coated with (in this order) silicon carbide powder, a progressively finer silicon carbide, tripoli (not oil), and finally brass polish. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 22-24   Boone, NC   11th annual “Treasures of the Earth”  Phone   540-384-6047


July 27-31  Franklin, NC  G & LW Wholesale Show &  “Whistle Stop Gemfest” (retail) &

                                 “Macon County Gemboree” (retail)  Phone  800-336-7829

July 31- August 7  Spruce Pine, NC    G & LW Wholesale Show & “Grassy Creek” (retail)  
   


Phone  601-879-8832

September 2-5, Hendersonville, NC  Club Show, Apple Festival 

“Micromounters Symposium”  Sept 3 8:30 – 5:00  Phone   864-963-5183

September 9-11   Winston-Salem, NC  34th annual Forsyth Gem & Mineral Club Show




email – MarionA1@yadtel.net
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TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers


 


    July – open





                    August –  ICE CREAM SOCIAL


                    September – Vitus Carroll


                    October –  open


                    November – open


  








     





               





JULY  BIRTHDAYS     





Charlie Bender


Randy Blatt


Bob & Jodi Crocker


Frank Curtis


Daniel Geary


Angela Halsey


Madeline Maples


Shirley McCutchen


Jeff Reid


Karen Thompson


Barbara Todaro














 











