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The January Club Meeting  will be held on

January 20th  @ 7:30 pm
The meeting place is a brick building located at 

516 Brickhaven Road.  

This is near the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

Cut and paste the following link for a map of the surrounding roads.  

fis.ncsu.edu/crafts/brickhaven/brickhaven%20map-1.pdf

From the Editor…
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An Auction will be held this January meeting.  Come and bring your $$$ and enjoy bidding.  There is still quite a lot of interesting stuff to be auctioned.  All proceeds go into the club treasury.  
Dues are Due – Please complete the application form enclosed and return it to the Treasurer with payment.  If payment is sent without the form, as many of you know, the Form Nazi will return it to you.  
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Head count -roughly- 26/30
 

Matt Cook called the meetings to order at 7:45pm.  Then the notorious motion of "forwarding" current officers which was 2nd except for 1 opposed which was rescinded.

 

There are positions still open one of which was for Fieldtrip chairperson. Special Note- Thank you Shirley for the work you did and hope to see you soon.
 

The current decision for the Fieldtrip Chairperson is now that there are 3 people as a committee, they are Nancy Holland, Cyndy Hummel and George Harris (it's about time he did something ;) 

The other one is Programs Chairperson. 

 

Joe Moylan was the Door Prize Winner at the meeting. The mineral/stone he chose is called Adamite, which came from Mexico. Hopefully he will be doing a written piece for the newsletter about it.
 

There is also a possible change of days for the meetings effective for January 2009. Stayed tuned.
 

Cyndy also brought notice to folks about changes in cost at the Fairgrounds in regards to tables & chairs.  Folks also started suggesting that they would bring their own to sit in. And folks also mentioned about having fold up tables they could contribute to help. 
 

Also, before I forget!!! The Auction went off with a blast! There was much hilarity and our Auctioneer pulled it off big time! There were many delightful items available. I even got after George as we do not have a cabbing machine. But, we have a tumbler! Part of the item lot was from the Hale Sweeney collection.
 

Stay Creative
Happy Rock Hounding, Obsidian Harris

High-Grader from Hades

by Anita Collins via The Georgia Mineral Society

1-My husband likes to holler    
He likes to scream and moan    
That the ugly rocks he finds afield    
I won't let him take home.

2-I'm the High-Grader from Hades    
You might say I am choosey    
I ransack my husbands' buckets    
And toss out all his doosies.

[image: image8.wmf]3-I throw out rocks both big and small    
Size isn't the real issue    
And when his cheeks are streaked with tears    
I hand him a dry tissue.

4-I'm the High-Grader from Hades    
How could he really choose    
A rock that has no sparkle    
No splash of greens or blues?

5-I asked him why he even stooped    
To pick up this gray blob    
But I couldn't hear his answer    
Through the sniveling and the sobs.

6-I'm the High-Grader from Hades    
To him it's all too real    
I throw his rocks both far and wide    
And do it with such zeal.

7-What made him want to take this home?    
It has no crystal faces    
There is no iridescence    
And it's broken in three places.

8-I'm the High-Grader from Hades    
I won't let him bring home    
A "yard rock" that's so very big    
It takes up two time zones.

9-I know that there's a reason    
Why he had to have this shale    
If he splits it open enough times    
Inside he'll find a whale.

10-I'm the High-Grader from Hades    
Of this we both are certain    
But he thanks me in the morning    
When his back and legs aren't hurtin'.

11-It's not that I am vicious    
It's not that I'm a louse    
It's just that we've run out of room    
In our three story house. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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Garnet – January’s Birthstone

The word garnet comes from the Latin word "granatus" which means seedlike. The crystals have the appearance and shape of tiny pomegranate seeds.  Garnet crystallizes in the isometric system with dodecahedral crystals. It is used as gemstones, specimens and abrasives. Garnets are double silicates with a metallic element. Varieties are distinguished according to composition - grossularite (calcium-aluminum), pyrope (magnesium-aluminum), spessartite (manganese-aluminum), almandite (iron-aluminum), andradite (calcium-iron), and uvarovite (calcium-chromium). Garnet is available in every color except blue.

Grossularite (Hessonite) occurs commonly as red, green, yellow, or brown, depending on the impurities; if pure it would be colorless. The yellow and brown stones come mainly from Sri Lanka. It is also found in Transvaal, Mexico, and Oregon. The most popular variety of garnet is the ruby-red pyrope from Bohemia, South Africa, and Arizona. Pyrope was the “fashion stone” of the 18th and 19th centuries.   Rhodolite, comes from the Greek word "rhodo" meaning rose. It is a mixture of pyrope and almandite and is rose-red or pink in color. Found here in North Carolina.  Spessartite, a brown to brownish-red garnet from Brazil, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, and parts of the United States, is seldom used for jewelry. The name is derived from Spessart, Germany, where this variety was first discovered. Almandites, a deep-red shade, come chiefly from  Brazil,  India, and  Sri Lanka,  Australia  and  parts  of  the United States. Andradite, a very common variety, is usually some shade of red, black, brown, yellow, or green.  Gem varieties include topazolite, yellow-brown  in color; demantoid, a green variety; and black melanite.  Demantoid, forest green with a horsetail like inclusion, is found in the Urals.  Other andradites come chiefly from Europe and the United States.  Uvarovite,  an emerald-green variety from Russia and Finland, is rarely suitable for gem use because of the tiny size.
Sometimes garnet gets confused and grows together forming  sub  varieties.  Malaia  (the Swahili word for

outcast) was discovered in the mid 1960’s in Tanzania’s Umba Valley.  This red-orange to pink-orange variety is a mixture of pyrope, almandine and spessartine.

Malaia garnets are lively and exhibit sparkling red flashes. Umbalite is an attractive light pinkish-purple garnet that was also found Tanzania’s Umba Valley. Discovered in 1978, it is a mixture of pyrope and almandine, with small traces of spessartine. Production of this fine gem material has been irregular and is routinely sought by gem collectors around the globe.

Garnet occurs in many different kinds of rocks – grossularite, in metamorphosed impure limestones; pyrope, in basic igneous rocks; spessartite, in granite rocks; almandite, in schists and other metamorphic and igneous rocks; andradite, in serpentine; and uvarovite, mainly in serpentine.

The tsavorite garnet, the green variety of grossularite has a very short history since it was only discovered in the early 1970's and first put into jewelry by Tiffany's & Company.  It is rare and found only in Kenya and Tanzania. Supposedly the name is derived from its location in the Tsavo National Park of Kenya. The color is pale to very intense forest green. This green color is due to the presence of vanadium. Sizes above three carats rarely occur. Before cutting, gemstones go through a process known as cobbing, which consists of the removal of large fractures in the rough stone. When tsavorite garnets are cobbed, they release a very distinct sulfur-like odor.

In Arizona gem quality garnets have weathered out from the underlying intrusive rock and can be found scattered throughout the entire Navajo reservation. Small garnet crystals from the ground below are actually brought up by industrious desert ants when excavating and restructuring their anthills!  Ninety percent of the material is the deep ruby red color of pyrope  but small quantities of rhodolite and spessartine are also found.            
Most of the garnet is tumble polished, drilled and used as beads.

An interesting tidbit about garnets is that the Asiatic tribes believed that a gemstone with a blood red color would inflict a wound that would be very deadly, even more so than a lead bullet. So they used the garnet as bullets when they were in battle expecting that they would be even more deadly to their adversaries.


Garnets were used as gemstones long before the time of Christ. In fact, in earlier civilizations, they called garnet or any other red gemstone "carbuncle." The ancients thought it would cure fever and keep you in good health. It was supposed to protect the wearer while traveling and produce a calming influence and remove danger while worn. 

January babies are so lucky to have all of these color choices!

IN MEMORIUM

Long-time club member James (Jim) D. Addison, 72, of East Ridge, Tennessee died Sunday, January 4, 2009 of heart problems.  

 
A Chattanooga native, he was a retired Systems Analyst with IBM International. He also served as a Lieutenant in the Army National Guard. He was an active member of the Chattanooga and the Raleigh, NC Gem and Mineral Clubs. He traveled extensively all over the world in search of his beloved gems and minerals. Survivors include his wife of 48 years, Wanda.  Click on the link to sign the guestbook.  www.lane-southcrestchapel.com/obit-guestbook
When Jim moved to Tennessee to be with family, he still found the time to return every year and attend the show as a dealer.  He was well known for his fabulous Russian minerals and classy display.  He was always fun and interesting to talk with.  He retired as a dealer for health reasons.  He will be greatly missed.  ---Editor
FUTURE AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS

January – Auction

February -  David Goode from Winston-Salem.  He has been collecting and documenting rock collecting sites in NC for a number of years.  Sources run from registration with the Bureau of Mines and as far back as the 1890 report of Genth and Kerr on the geology of North Carolina.  Since the Bureau of Mines reports the latitude & longitude of registered mine sites, he was able to locate a large number.  From this data he prepared directions from the nearest town.  What resulted is a CD based program, which includes maps (choice of USGS topo maps or NC DOT county maps) showing the location of sites where data is available.  He included non-located sites for those interested in hunting them down.  The cost of the CD is $50.  You may view details about the program at his website:  www.ncminerals.com.

March – Grab bags and Postcards

April - Potluck

May– Dr. Tacker of the NC Museum of Natural History will talk on a topic to be determined later
June – OPEN

July – OPEN

August – Ice Cream Social

September – OPEN

October – Grab bag filling

November – Elections
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  TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





A sign up sheet will be available for next year’s refreshments.























     





               





The Classified Section





 Have something to


Sell


Trade


Swap??? 





Place your information here-


    On the “real” white page








Marion Broadway


James Brown


William Butler


Ken Carlson


Monica Cormier


Xan Dubrock


Chris Ennis


Cyndy Hummel


Jason Jin


Katie Kennedy


Bruce Lambert


Walt Milowic


Juliette Nelsen


John Nigro


Mary Obenchain


Jessie Paciocco


Christina Perry


Mimi Quick


Sarah Redpath


George Singer








The 2009 Club Leaders





President – Matt Cook…………....phone…..451-5881…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mattcook@nc.rr.com" ��mattcook@nc.rr.com�





Vice President – Walt Milowic….. phone…..327-3227…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:wmilowic@nc.rr.com" ��wmilowic@nc.rr.com�





Secretary – Obsidian Harris………phone…..674-0243…..email…..foxivy@nc.rr.com  





Treasurer – Corinne Hummel……phone…..779-6220….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mchummel@mindspring.com" ��mchummel@mindspring.com�





Program Chairperson……………….………………OPEN


							


Field Trip Chairperson ……………………………..OPEN


			  	         		


Librarian – Bob Bendelow……………... phone…..552-8175….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:r.bendelow@earthlink.net" ��r.bendelow@earthlink.net�


                                                                                     Hospitality/Historian……………………...…….…...……….Corinne Hummel





Committee Members


Bob Bendelow 


Kenny Gay……………………………...phone…..604-2376….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:kenny.gay@ncmail.net" ��kenny.gay@ncmail.net�
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