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The January Club Meeting will be held at

January 15th  @ 7:30 pm
The meeting place is a brick building located at 

516 Brickhaven Road.  

This is near the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

Cut and paste the following link for a map of the surrounding roads.  

fis.ncsu.edu/crafts/brickhaven/brickhaven%20map-1.pdf

DUES ARE DUE

Return payment with application form (last page)

From the Editor…
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May the year 2008 surprise and delight you,

May you have activities to excite you,

May you learn new things that ignite you,

            To be the soul that you want to be.

A great big Thank You to Gary McCutchen for providing this month’s article on the gem mines of Cowee Valley.
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JANUARY FIELD TRIP

When –   January 19th, 8AM – 12 noon

Where –    American Stone Quarry, Chapel Hill

Minerals – calcite xls, quartz xls & pyrite xls

Details – Meet at office and sign release form, bathroom available at office

Bring – Hard hats, boots, safety glasses, tools, buckets, flats, newspaper 

              to wrap specimens, water, snacks, sun and bug protection

Time –  30 minutes to one hour

Directions – Take Hwy 54 West from Chapel Hill, go about 5 miles, sign to the quarry is on the right.

NO ONE UNDER 18 ALLOWED!!!



FUTURE AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS

January 
Richard Jacquot, author and member of the M.A.G.M.A. group of field collectors.  He will talk about the history of the club and what they do today.

March 

Addressing and Stamping the postcards as notification of the April Gem & Mineral Show.

May 

Dr. Jeff Reid, NC State Museum of Natural Sciences, will talk about industrial minerals.
Fee Mining for Rubies and Sapphires in Macon County, NC

By Gary McCutchen

A lot has changed since I first tried the fee mines around Franklin, NC, some 20 years ago, but the area continues to offer a number of fee mines, beautiful scenery, and other attractions from rafting to hiking.   I revisited the area in July 2007.

I didn’t see advertisements for the mine where I had had the most luck on my first visit, the Jacobs Mine (my mother’s wedding ring has a ruby she found there and that I faceted), so I went by the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce (425 Porter Street; 800-336-7829; www.franklin-chamber.com) first.  The staff is extremely helpful and has a map and description of the mines in the area (see Attachment 1).  I learned that many of the mines have changed ownership and several are now closed to the public (see Attachment 2, which is from a September 1988 article in Lapidary Journal by Tim Hicks).  I was told, for example, that the Jacobs mine was purchased by four individuals who are mining the property themselves.

The main classification of the mines is whether they are native material or “salted” (i.e., they offer non-native material from outside the area).  Some mines offer both native and non-native material.  The non-native material often has quartz and other showy (but generally not very valuable) crystals that children enjoy finding more (and more frequently) than the relatively small native crystals.  Another important distinction is that some of the mines yield mainly sapphires, while others (such as the Jacobs) had both rubies and sapphires.  

I haven’t visited all the mines, but all that I have been to have a shop/office and flumes.  The office has snacks for sale and is where you sign up and pay.  The flumes may be covered or uncovered, with benches to sit on.  They supply the screen that you need to wash and sort the material.  I recommend bringing a pair of rubber gloves (which saves a lot of wear on the hands) and a small plastic vial for the stones you find.  

Most of the mines sell buckets of material at the mine office, but a few allow you to dig the material from the area being mined.  I decided to try digging the material myself, which narrowed the number of mines down to two, according to the Chamber information: Masons Ruby and Sapphire (which wasn’t on the map, but was penciled in by the helpful staff—it is listed on the 1988 map as Mason’s Sapphire Mine) and Mason Mountain Mine & Cowee Gift Shop.

I decided to try to Masons Ruby and Sapphire Mine (which is not the same as the Mason Mountain Mine) because it not only allowed you to dig your own material, but also was located in a different part of the Cowee Valley area.  There were several mines clustered along Route 28 North, which winds from Franklin toward the Nantahala Gorge past Cowee Mountain, but this mine was on the other side of the highway and about 10 miles from the others.

The Chamber map takes you out Highway 28N 3.4 miles where you turn left onto Airport Road.  Once you reach the Macon County Airport you just follow the signs that direct you to the mine.  The distance is approximately 8 miles with a number of turns; just keep straight until a sign directs you to turn.  All of the roads are paved until you turn in to the mine.  The mine is on the right, reached via a short gravel road.  There is plenty of room for parking, a picnic table, and a small office where you pay.  They sell some snacks, but you should take a cooler and your own food.  As usual, the toilets are porta-potties.

It turned out that, despite the name, they mainly find sapphires at this location, but they were up-front about that before I paid.  I liked the location immediately for two reasons: the flumes and the staff.  There were three flumes, two covered.  The uncovered flume varied from about chest high to about waist high.  I had always used low flumes where you sat, but the chest high segment ended up being very easy on my back and the sunlight made it much easier to spot the sapphires.  On the other hand, the covered flumes were great when it rained, which it did several times that day.  The real highlight was the staff.  They were very kid-friendly, showed each newcomer what to look for, and told each of us to let them double-check before we discarded a screen of washed material.  At some of the fee mines, the staff seems to lose interest in you once you’ve paid, but here they really wanted to help you find sapphires and continually circulated through the group checking screens.  Each staff seemed to have a favorite place at the mine to dig and was happy to show you where sapphires had been found.  Another pleasant surprise was the fee.  Most mines have a fairly steep initial fee that includes a bucket or two of material.  You then purchase additional buckets as desired.  Here, there was a single $20 per person fee (there are discounts for club groups), but you can dig as much as you want the entire day.   I’m told by the mine that they may raise the fee next year, possibly to as high as $30 per person.

The mine, reached by a small wood bridge over a pretty stream, isn’t very large, but provides plenty of choices when you are filling buckets with a shovel.  There were both large and small buckets, but I learned in one trip that the small buckets are not only easier on the back, but also let you sample more locations.  Since there is no limit on the number of buckets you can process, the best strategy is to first find the most productive site by taking small samples.  The ground has been dug with a backhoe and you have a choice of loose piles of the dug material or of digging directly in the exposed earth (one productive spot when I visited was under a stump).  The mine is one of the very few open all year (a recent innovation) with a heated area where diggers can warm up in cold weather.

I have not had the chance to facet any of the half-dozen stones I found, but the samples I was shown included both clean, translucent purple to reddish sapphires as well as the more common opaque stones.  The stones were mostly small but workable. 

In summary, I plan to return for another try.  One final note of interest: if you want a break from mining, ask the staff about the history of the mine.  I was entertained with a story that includes a family feud, a murder and controversy that continues regarding the mine and one of the most notable families in the area.

Editors Note – If you would like the attachments, please contact me and I will email them to you.

CRAFTS CENTER NEWS

Crafts Center Director Jim Pressley Retires:
The fall of 2007 marked the end of an era for NC State’s Crafts Center as director Jim Pressley retires after four decades of service.  During his forty-two years with the program, Jim has seen the University’s small recreational Craft Shop develop into a large and comprehensive crafts program that is one of the finest of its kind in the country.  When he steps down on December 31st, he will enjoy the distinction of having occupied almost every position within the program, beginning as a student volunteer and ending as Administrative Director.  We owe Jim such a debt of gratitude for the roles he has played in making The Crafts Center what it is today and in planning for our future.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to you, Jim.  Make the most of your retirement and visit The Crafts Center often!

Crafts Fair: 

The 23rd annual Holiday Crafts Fair was held in our temporary Brickhaven location this year.  We were all a little unsure about whether folks would find us in the new location, but find us they did!  The fair was deemed a success by all of our exhibitors and customers alike.  Thank-you to everyone who participated in and supported the fair this year. Our thanks to our wonderful volunteers who helped us prepare for and run the fair including Prep Maynard.

Crafts Center Renovation Update:  

Renovations to the Thompson Building began in September.  Much of the demolition phase of construction is now complete and the job of remaking our new facility is about to begin.  Photo images of the demolition work are available for you to view on our website www.ncsu.edu/crafts.

Spring Schedule:
A full listing of classes is provided on our website www.ncsu.edu/crafts.  Full-size, downloadable/printable versions of the registration form are available on the website as well, www.ncsu.edu/crafts/register.

WILDACRES NEWS

Denise Nelson, a well-known Washington DC area gem and jewelry expert has been selected as our fall session guest speaker.  Denise will share her knowledge and experiences with us during the September 8 - 14 session. Alfredo Petrov will be our speaker for the April 18 - 24 session.

Registration for both Wildacres sessions will begin January 1.  The fee for either week remains at $330 with a 50% deposit due with your registration.  

A complete list of classes being offered is on the website <www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>.  You can also download a registration form from the same website.  

We encourage you to register early as class size is limited.  Please list your 4 choices so that if your first choice class is filled, our registrar can assign you to another class of your choice.

I'm looking forward to seeing you and your club members at Wildacres in 2008.

Steve Weinberger

Wildacres Functioning Committee Chair
ANNOUNCEMENT

I am the chair of the Science Fair at Creekside Elementary school in SW Durham.  I was wondering whether the Tar Heel Gem and Mineral club would be interested in being an exhibitor at the Science Festival on Tuesday evening, 6:30-8pm on March 11.

Minerals and gems of any kind, whether set in jewelry or not, would be fine.  The kids love rocks and shiny things!

We would love to have you.   Please contact me.

Thank You,
Melanie Duhon
Creekside Elementary Science Chair
919-361-9807     melanieduhon@hotmail.com

TAR HEEL GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC

Membership Application

2008

Date  _____________

          
           
____Renewal   ___New Membership

Applicant  Name  _______________________________     ___________________











    birth month

Additional Names  ________________      ____________birth month




________________     ____________birth month




________________     ____________birth month

Address  ______________________________________________________________

                    Street                                              City                        State              Zip

Telephone   (_____)___________

E-Mail Address  ______________________________________

Would you like to receive the newsletter via email rather than mail?                  YES     NO

Would you like to be a volunteer in the annual club gem & mineral show?        YES    NO

Will you be an active participant on field trips and like to be notified about them?     YES     NO

Please check your interests –

       
Applicant         additional members

Mineral collecting   
________        ________     ______    ______ 

Fossil collecting      
________        ________     ______    ______

Gold smithing        
________        ________     ______    ______

Silver smithing
       
________        ________     ______    ______

Wire wrapping
       
________        ________     ______    ______

Cabbing 
       
________        ________     ______    ______                     

Faceting        
       
________        ________     ______    ______

Jewelry making
       
________        ________     ______    ______

Other ________      
________        ________     ______    ______

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT TO

TAR HEEL GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.

10609 CHELSEA DR. RALEIGH, NC 27603

Annual dues are $15.00 for the first member and $5.00 for each additional family member over the a
      January 2008


TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





January – The Hummels





February –  


March –  


April – Potluck 


May – Karen Santala


June –   


July – 


August – Ice Cream Social


September –   


October – The Hummels


November – 























     





               








JANUARY BIRTHDAYS





Marion Broadway


Jesper Buchholz


William Butler


Ken Carlson


Tina Cochrane


Monica Cormier


Xan Dubrock


Chris Ennis


Ron Helms


Cyndy Hummel


Jason Jin


Katie Kennedy


Bruce Lambert


Linda & Jacob Lambert


David Lobacz


Walt Milowic


Juliette Nelsen


John Nigro


Mary Obenchain


Christina Perry


Mimi Quick


Sarah Redpath


George Singer




















 











The 2008 Club Leaders





President – Matt Cook…………....phone…..451-5881…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mattcook@nc.rr.com" ��mattcook@nc.rr.com�





Vice President – Walt Milowic….. phone…..327-3227…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:wmilowic@nc.rr.com" ��wmilowic@nc.rr.com�





Secretary – Karen Santala……….. phone…..266-7384….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:santala@rtpenv.com" ��santala@rtpenv.com�        





Treasurer – Corinne Hummel……phone…..779-6220….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mchummel@mindspring.com" ��mchummel@mindspring.com�





Program Chairperson……………….………………OPEN


							


Field Trip Chairperson – Shirley Green…phone…..848-1085….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:s.green@siemens.com" ��s.green@siemens.com�


			  	         		


Librarian – Bob Bendelow……………... phone…..552-8175….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:r.bendelow@earthlink.net" ��r.bendelow@earthlink.net�


                                                                                     Hospitality……………………...…….…...……….Corinne Hummel





Committee Members


Bob Bendelow 


Kenny Gay……………………………...phone…..604-2376….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:kenny.gay@ncmail.net" ��kenny.gay@ncmail.net�











