[image: image1.wmf] 

THE JANUARY PROGRAM WILL BE MINERAL 

IDENTIFICATION SO BRING ALL YOUR UNKNOWN ROCKS.
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Hello everybody,


I hope that we can have time this meeting to go over the proposed By Law changes. In addition to this, I would like everybody to consider becoming more involved in the club by becoming an officer. Yep, elections are coming up in November.

Robin

  From the Editor…

[image: image4.wmf]A new year… a new leaf to turn over.   Changes are in the wind, for me personally and the Club.  When the Editor has time on her hands – look out.  Without a daytime job to keep busy, I find myself thinking about the club quite a bit.  What can we do to improve the club?  Membership is very high.  How can we involve these new people in our group?  The January program will be rock  identification.  This is a chance for the new members to attempt to stump our panel of experts.  We have plenty of opportunities for volunteers during the Club Gem & Mineral Show in April. See the article on pages 2-3.  Plan on this New Year being an exciting and prosperous time.
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GEE, ISNY IT NICE 70 SEE
ALL THESE OLD FAMILIAR FACES .

Erston Barnhart in Are We Having Fun Yet? An

by
but Affectionate Look at R

via Golden Spike News 11/01




Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers

                  
 January – President

                  
 February – Cathy Cawthorne

                   
March – Marion & Mickey Broadway

                   
April - OPEN

                   
May - OPEN



         




      June – Ice Cream Social

      July – OPEN

August –  OPEN

September – C & C Hummel

October – OPEN

November – Christmas Dinner

JANUARY FIELD TRIP

When –     Saturday, January 25th  8:30AM – 1PM

Where –    Martin Marietta’s Jamestown Quarry, Greensboro area

Minerals – Calcite, Prehnite and other zeolites in granite matrix

Details – Meet at office and sign release form, bathroom available, age limits – 8 and above

Bring – Hard hats, boots, safety glasses, tools, buckets, flats, newspaper to wrap specimens, water, snacks, sun and bug protection

IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND CALL EITHER SHIRLEY GREEN OR CYNDY HUMMEL TO SIGN UP AND RECEIVE DIRECTIONS.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Valentine’s Gem & Mineral Show

Greensboro Gem & Mineral Club, Greensboro Coliseum

February 14-16

Contact Joe Maguire  phone # 336- 288-7452     email – joe_maguire@prodigy.net
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Begin bringing items for the silent auction and grab bags.  If you have a lot of stuff, Becky Healy or Tom Bapple will come and pick it up.  
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WEBSITE OF THE MONTH

                               mindat.org

This is a mineral database with over 10,000 different minerals listed.  Information on over 100,000 mineral occurrences worldwide.  Just click on the quarry or mine name and information pops up on that locality.  Search by mineral name or locality.  Thousands and thousands of photographs.  Register and add photos or information on local mineral localities.   

TAR HEEL TRAILINGS

CHRISTA ENNIS

There once was a replanted tar heel

forever in search of pleasurable excitement.

She found some treasures way up in the mountains,

their names; ruby, peridot, sapphire, rose quartz and garnet.

What delighted her heart and soul 

though she did not know what she had

and consequently threw away most of it,

she had fun digging and sleuthing

and enjoyed the beautiful scenery. 

A kind and knowledgeable old gentleman

[image: image8.wmf]pointed out the error of her ways

and she proceeded to retrieve most of it. 

She found out later that she truly had a small stash

and boy was she hooked, imagine that. 

At some later point she met this guy,

he cut stones in any size. 

She finally decided he was a trustworthy soul

and gave him some stones that he cut to the bone. 

Some rings and earrings he polished and faceted really cheap,

and was she proud to have found these treasures.

Her mother found delight in these treasures 

and wore them proudly for every occasion.

After her mother’s demise the treasures made a trip

across the ocean and returned, forever to hold them. 

After many trips to the mountains she found 

a new love called rock hunting.  

As funds run dry and lots of lives change,

I couldn’t finance the trip to my mountains. 

I dreamed that some day I would be back

in the mountains where nice folks live, 

the air is clean, my rocks are growing.

I have not been to the mountains as often as I like,

I’m happy I found a rock club that shares my delight.  

My fellow rock hounds share their knowledge,

and stories and I feel privileged to be associated. 

Hello, 

I see we have a lot of new club members. Welcome to the group.  You may have heard about the annual Rock & Gem show.  If not, sit back and I will tell you about it.  

As you enter the double set of doors of the Kerr Scott building at the Fairgrounds you approach the Hospitality booth.  This area is responsible for the daily door prize tickets, grab bag sales, free magazines and other literature and club membership forms.  Club members identify the items in the grab bags and answer general questions about the show and club.  This is a good place for new members to learn and share their enthusiasm for the hobby with the general public.  This area also hosts different groups such as the local museums and gold mines.

Directly behind the Hospitality area are display cases for club members to spotlight their talents.  Minerals, fossils, jewelry, gems, and slabs that combine to create our fascinating hobby are reflected behind glass.  
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From Rockbuster News 2/85
via T-Town Rockhound 2/99



The Geode booth along the right hand wall is very popular with customers.  Indeed, the same 

people purchase geodes every year.   One never knows what is inside each geode until it is opened.  There is a display of different spheres that have been cut over the years.  Club members operate the saws, clean, wrap and bag the geodes. 

The Silent Auction is newly located on the back wall to the right.  This is where children and adults alike can find treasures for bargain prices.  Items such as jewelry, minerals and fossils are put up for auction for an unknown amount of time.  Each item has a paper with the name of the item and location (for mineral or fossil).  The bidder places their name and a dollar amount on a blank line and steps away from the bidding table.  The next person places a higher bid on the next line.   When time is called, the last person on the list is the winner.   
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Along the left back wall is where your talent shines. This is the Demonstration/Sales area here club members showcase their talent.  At any given time people will be faceting, cabbing, wire wrapping jewelry, cutting slabs, gold and silver smithing, stringing beads, making gold and silver chains, and creating gem trees and vases.  

Upstairs is where we keep the goodies to eat.  Hot coffee, donuts, soft drinks, snacks and lunch can be found at differing times throughout the weekend.  Club members are greatly encouraged to bring homemade tasty treats.  This area is for current club members and dealers ONLY.  You should wear your nametag at all times during the show.  

Set up for the show is on Thursday night.  This involves “papering” the club area tables, unloading boxes of merchandise for the Hospitality, Geode and Silent Auction areas.  We also set up the display cases for club members to fill on Friday.  

As you can see there are many areas that club members can participate in the show.  I hope you will join us April.
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Hope Diamond

     The Hope diamond is renowned for its flawless clarity, rare deep blue color, and eventful history. It is surrounded by 16 white diamonds and suspended from a platinum chain bearing 46 more diamonds.

     The Hope Diamond has existed for more than a billion years. But over the past three centuries, a rich human history full of mystery and intrigue has made it one of the world's most famous gemstones.

     In 1668, Jean Baptiste Tavernier, a French traveler and gem merchant, sold a blue diamond weighing 112 3/16 carats (more than twice the size of the current gem) to King Louis XIV of France. The diamond had come from India. Louis XIV had the gem recut in 1673, reducing it to 67 1/8 carats. It was set as a pendant and became part of the crown jewels. In 1749, Louis XIV's successor, Louis XV, had the diamond reset in a piece of ceremonial jewelry called the Emblem of the Golden Fleece.

     The blue diamond was stolen in 1792 during week-long looting associated with the French Revolution. Its whereabouts were uncertain for 20 years, but sometime between 1812 and 1824, the diamond -- down to 44 1/4 carats -- was apparently sold to England's King George IV. In 1830, George IV died, and Henry Philip Hope, a London banker and gem collector, bought the diamond sometime in the 1830s. From then on, the diamond bore the Hope name and remained in the Hope family until 1901

     After passing back and forth between diamond collectors in Europe and the United States, the diamond was bought by Harry Winston of New York City -- one of the most prominent jewelers of his time -- in 1949. It became the central attraction in his fabulous Court of Jewels collection, which toured the world to raise money for charity. In 1958, Winston presented the Hope Diamond to the Smithsonian Institution. As part of the Smithsonian's collection, it now belongs to the people of the United States of America.

Via Smithsonian
A Tale of Two Diamonds: The Regent and the Tiffany

Two of the world's most famous old-cut diamonds are the Regent, an old mine-cut diamond, and the Tiffany, a fancy yellow square antique double brilliant. Both have had an eventful history.

The Regent originated in 1701 as a 41 0-ct rough stone, one of the last large Indian crystals from the Golconda mines. Through clandestine escapades, it made its way into the hands of Thomas Pitt, the governor of the British outpost at Madras in India (and the grandfather of American revolutionary William Pitt).

Pitt shipped the rough crystal to England, where it was fashioned into the 140.50-ct cushion-shaped brilliant we know today. The Duke of OrIdans, the regent of France who ruled on behalf of 7-year-old King Louis XV, acquired this diamond in 1717. Still, It's not certain whether the Regent Diamond was named for the Duke of Orldans or an earlier regent, Cardinal Mazarin, who served under Louis XIV. Mazarin was credited with designing the 34-facet precursor to the 58-facet brilliant out (the "old mine cut"). Mazarin died in 1661 and willed to the French Crown his famous diamonds, including the Sancy, a 55.23-ct double rose cut pear shape, and the 20-ct. Rectangular table-cut Mirror of Portugal (later known as the 10th Mazarin). The Regent's ceremonial status began when it was mounted in the crown of King Louis XIV for the coronation of King Louis XV. The diamond was later pawned to help finance the French Revolution. It ultimately found its way back to the French court and into the hands of Napoleon and Empress Eugenie. Today, the Regent Diamond resides in the Louvre and is considered one of France's great national treasures.

The Tiffany Diamond. In 1877, just four years after its discovery, the South African Kimberley diamond mine yielded a 287.42-et. fancy yellow rough diamond, one of the largest fancy yellow diamonds in the world. Charles Lewis Tiffany, founder of Tiffany & Co., purchased the rough for $18,000 - a real bargain by today's.

equivalent of just over $270,000. He gave the yellow diamond to his newly hired gemologist, 23-year-old George F. Kunz, to have the gem cut in Paris. 

The Tiffany Diamond's facet arrangement was a 90-facet brilliant. The cutters began with the standard brilliant style (the old mine cut) and then added facets by horizontally dividing the bezel facets on the crown, creating a total of 41 crown facets. They also added 24 facets to the standard pavilion, horizontally dividing the pavilion mains, adding eight half mains, and placing long, thin, horizontal lower-girdle facets atop the normal lower girdles, for a total of 49 pavilion facets. This transformed the 287.42-ct. rough into a 128.54-ct. modified "square antique double brilliant."

The Tiffany Diamond has never been sold, although for one brief 24-hour period, on November 17, 1972, a Tiffany ad in the New York Times offered the diamond for sale at $5 million.

Only two women have ever worn the Tiffany Diamond. Mrs. Sheldon Whitehouse, chairwoman of the Tiffany Ball in Newport, RI, wore it in 1957, and in 1961 Audrey Hepburn wore it for publicity photos for the film Breakfast at Tiffany's. 

J C K  MARCH 1999

     January  2003


TAR HEEL TAILINGS








