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PREZ SEZ

Hello, I hope everyone that participated in the opal polishing hands-on last month enjoyed it. I certainly had a good time teaching the session. I am also very glad that the Crafts Center has made the Lapidary Studio available for this sort of experience. We will do it again.

Speaking of hands on and educational sessions; it has been difficult to find speakers and presenters for club meetings, especially in the absence of a Program Chairperson. I certainly appreciate the work that has been done by members that have suggested programs. We still need one or more members to take on this responsibility. 

 Robin
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DUES ARE DUE.  If you have a red sticker, you have paid.

Please notice below the availability of February refreshments.  In fact, many months are available.  Unless a club member calls the President and volunteers, we will NOT have anything to eat or drink.  Remember, the club will reimburse the volunteer up to $75.00.  

Also, we desperately need a Program Chairperson.  This club is what you make of it.  We rely on YOU.  
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JANUARY MINUTES

President Robin Suddaby gave a hands-on opal polishing presentation to all members present. 

Prep Maynard requested that all volunteers at the show last year that cannot attend this year get in touch with him.   Prep further reported that so far everything was in order.  Volunteers can help set up after 5 p.m. on Thursday night.  Club members are encouraged to bring items for sale or to swap.

Cyndy Hummel reported that most dealers have signed the contract.  We will have 2 new mineral dealers and 1 tools dealer.   Cyndy requested that club members observe and give feed back on the dealers to her, Prep or the President. 

Jean Emerson brought miscellaneous specimens for sale. She also has opals and various other items that she would like to sell.  If anyone is interested, please give Jean a call.

Jerry is the new President of Wild Acres and encourages club members to go.

Visitor Margarte Broadwell won the drawing.

Volunteers are needed for the monthly refreshments.

Meeting was adjourned

Respectfully submitted, Chris Ennis, Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fred Farmer has an 18-inch saw for sale along with other lapidary related items. Lots of cabbing rough.       Phone – 833-4718

Jean Emerson has minerals, cabbing and faceting rough for sale.     Phone – 846-1450

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP

CALL SHIRLEY TO COMFIRM THE FIELD TRIP IS A GO!!!

SHARED TRIP WITH FORSYTH CLUB (WINSTON-SALEM)

When –   Call Shirley for Date & Time

Where –    American Stone Quarry, Chapel Hill

Minerals – calcite xls, quartz xls & pyrite xls

Details – Meet at office and sign release form, age limits – 8 and above

                bathroom available at office

Bring – Hard hats, boots, safety glasses, tools, buckets, flats, newspaper 

              to wrap specimens, water, snacks, sun and bug protection

Time –   30 minutes to one hour

Directions – Take Hwy 54 West from Chapel Hill, go about 5 miles, sign to the quarry is on the right.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH
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spectrumminerals.com

This is the site of a new mineral dealer that we will have at this year’s show.  Eye-catching website.    Minerals are grouped by locality, color, species and mineral name.  Good images of each specimen.  

Get a preview of Bill Logan’s minerals here!
Hello, 

I see we have a lot of new club members. Welcome to the group.  You may have heard about the annual Rock & Gem show.  If not, sit back and I will tell you about it.  

As you enter the double set of doors of the Kerr Scott building at the Fairgrounds you approach the Hospitality booth.  This area is responsible for the daily door prize tickets, grab bag sales, free magazines and other literature and club membership forms.  Club members identify the items in the grab bags and answer general questions about the show and club.  This is a good place for new members to learn and share their enthusiasm for the hobby with the general public.  This area also hosts different groups such as the local museums and gold mines.

Directly behind the Hospitality area are display cases for club members to spotlight their talents.  Minerals, fossils, jewelry, gems, and slabs that combine to create our fascinating hobby are reflected behind glass.  
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The Geode booth along the right hand wall is very popular with customers.  Indeed, the same people purchase geodes every year One never knows what is inside each geode until it is opened.  There is a display of different spheres that have been cut over the years.  Club members operate the saws, clean, wrap and bag the geodes. 

The Silent Auction is newly located on the back wall to the right.  This is where children and adults alike can find treasures for bargain prices.  Items such as jewelry, minerals and fossils are put up for auction for an unknown amount of time.  Each item has a paper with the name of the item and location (for mineral or fossil).  The bidder places their name and a dollar amount on a blank line and steps away from the bidding table.  The next person places a higher bid on the next line.   When time is called, the last person on the list is the winner.   
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Along the left back wall is where your talent shines. This is the Demonstration/ Sales area where club members showcase their talent.  At any given time people will be faceting, cabbing, wire wrapping jewelry, cutting slabs, gold and silver smithing, stringing beads, making gold and silver chains, and creating gem trees and vases.  

Upstairs is where we keep the goodies to eat.  Hot coffee, donuts, soft drinks, snacks and lunch can be found at differing times throughout the weekend.  Club members are greatly encouraged to bring homemade tasty treats.  This area is for current club members and dealers ONLY.  You should wear your nametag at all times during the show.  

Set up for the show is on Thursday night.  This involves “papering” the club area tables, unloading boxes of merchandise for the Hospitality, Geode and Silent Auction areas.  We also set up the display cases for club members to fill on Friday.  

As you can see there are many areas that club members can participate in the show.  I hope you will join us March.

AMETHYST – FEBRUARY’S BIRTHSTONE

[image: image14.wmf]Amethyst is the most valuable variety of quartz, which is the most common mineral on Earth. The finest quality amethyst is medium dark in tone, vivid in intensity, and reddish or bluish purple in hue. In addition to being February's birthstone, it is the anniversary gemstone for the sixth year of marriage. Purple has long been the color of royalty and nobility. 

One frequent location of amethyst is geodes.  These roundish stone balls, associated with volcanoes often contain beautiful crystals inside. Geodes are not the most common places to find amethyst. It also occurs in quartz veins.  Commercial sources of amethyst are Brazil, Zambia and Uruguay. In the United States most amethyst is found in Arizona and North Carolina. 

The purple color of amethyst is due to small amounts of iron impurities at specific sites in the crystal structure of quartz. The difference between amethyst and citrine is only the oxidation state of the iron impurities present in the quartz. Upon heating, the iron impurities are reduced and amethyst's purple color fades and becomes yellow to reddish-orange (citrine), green, or colorless depending on the site and original oxidation state of the iron impurities present, and the amount and duration of the heating. The amethystine color usually can be regained by irradiation, which re-oxidizes the iron impurities. This irradiation can be done by synthetic means, or it can occur in nature by radioactive decay of nearby radioactive minerals. In most cases this is a reversible process, however excessive heating may change the distribution of the iron impurities at the different sites making it impossible to convert it back to amethyst by subsequent irradiation. At present, it is not possible to determine whether an amethyst or citrine was synthetically irradiated or heated.

Amethyst derives its name from the Greek word meaning "not to intoxicate."  It's reputed power to cure and prevent drunkenness stems from the ancient Greek myth:  Diana the huntress offended Bacchus, the god of wine in classical mythology.  Determined on revenge, he declared that his tigers would eat the first person he met as he went through the forest.  As it happened, this person was the beautiful maiden Amethyst on her way to worship Diana.  In terror, she called upon the goddess to save her, and before his eyes, Bacchus observed the maiden changed to pure white sparkling stone. Feeling guilty and repenting his cruelty, Bacchus poured grape wine over her, thus giving the stone the exquisite violet hue of the amethyst.  This connection with Bacchus led to the belief that drinking wine from an amethyst cup would prevent drunkenness.

Amethyst is recognized by its color, crystal habit, occurrence, hardness, glassy luster, conchoidal fracture and lack of cleavage. The durability of amethyst is good. It resists breaking, chipping, and cracking. It has a hardness (resistance to scratching) of 7 on the Moh's Scale.  Amethyst should not be exposed to heat, intense sunlight or strong chemicals. Abrupt temperature change may fracture the gem. Gems may be cleaned in an ultrasonic machine.  In any type of repair involving heat, amethyst must be removed from the setting.

Amethyst has a rich history.  It can be traced back as far as 25,000 years ago in France, where prehistoric humans used it as a decorative stone. Amethysts have also been found among the remains of Neolithic man. The early Egyptians greatly valued amethyst and believed it possessed strong positive powers. The purple stones were placed in the tombs of pharaohs.   Ancient Greeks believed that amethyst would bring power and inner peace and protect its owner against treason and deceit.  It was thought to safeguard soldiers, ensure victory, aid hunters, protect against contagious diseases, control evil thoughts, quicken intelligence, and make its owner shrewd in business.   During the Middle Ages, amethysts were used as medication. Its powers were believed to dispel sleep and protect the wearer from sorcery. In Arabian mythology, amethyst protected the wearer from bad dreams and gout. Cleopatra was a lover of amethysts. She wore a beautiful signet ring, which had the figure of Mithras engraved on it. Mithras was a Persian deity who symbolized the source of light and life.  It is said that Saint Valentine wore an amethyst with an engraved image of his assistant Cupid. Catherine the Great loved amethyst and sent thousands of workers to mines in the Ural Mountains to search for the stone. 

Several amethysts adorn the coronation regalia of England.  The orb, a golden ball six inches in diameter, contains a spectacularly colored amethyst one and a one-half inches high.  The Royal Scepter is studded with amethysts, as is the coronet of the Prince of Wales.  Today, bishops of the Roman Catholic Church often wear amethyst rings, and ceremonial wine is drunk from goblets fashioned from this lovely stone.

Some historians trace the tradition of birthstones back thousands of years to Jewish scriptures. Moses was said to have a breastplate with twelve gems set in it, including an amethyst. These twelve gems were later linked with the twelve signs of the Zodiac, and later still with the months of the year.

Today amethyst protects travelers against danger and brings luck to gamblers.  It is a favorite stone to use for meditation as it initiates wisdom and greater understanding.  It also has a calming mental effect.  It is a deep, passionate color that evokes emotions. People who desire purple colors are individuals who like to make a personal statement, and express their unique taste.  
     February  2004


TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





          February – open


          March – open


          April – POT LUCK DINNER


          May - open


   June – open


   July – open


  August –  ICE CREAM SOCIAL


  September – open


  October –  open


  November – open





     





               





FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS





Marlene Barnard


Glenn Branch


Cathy Fergen


Peter Klein


Walter Olds


Jay Smith


Chuck Steely


Jim Johansen























