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The Prez Sez

The countdown to our annual show is continuing. I am looking forward to another successful show, and the publicity it gives the Club. We have gained several members from contacts made at previous shows, and I am pleased with the increased interest in minerals and gems. A successful show depends on the efforts of a large number of volunteers, and there are many opportunities still open for you to contribute a small amount of time. Please sign up for any area that strikes your interest at the next meeting. It doesn't hurt. You will find participating in the show to be an enjoyable experience.

Robin

From the Editor…

[image: image3.wmf]This will be an exciting year.  We have a field trip committee that seems to be on fire.  Expect more than one trip for some months. 

New members are becoming more involved in the group. The program chairperson has lined up speakers thru April.  In February Ernie Crawford will speak about how to identify gems as written by the late Mr. Liddicoat.  In March Chris Tacker, geologist, will speak briefly about the private collection minerals that will be on display next year. In April, Crystal Visions will describe their technique of microscope photography.  

Tune in for more fascinating topics this year.
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            Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers

                February – Cathy Cawthorne

                    March – Marion & Mickey Broadway

                    April - OPEN

                    May – Susan & Chris Whitley



June – Ice Cream Social

July – OPEN

August –  OPEN

September – C & C Hummel

October – OPEN

November – Christmas Dinner
FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP

Shared trip with Greensboro Club

When –     Saturday, February 22nd   8:00AM – 1PM

Where –    Vulcan Quarry, Stokesdale Quarry, Guilford County

Minerals – Zeolites epidote, calcite in granite matrix

Details – Meet at office and sign release form, bathroom available, age limits – 8 and above

Bring – Hard hats, boots, safety glasses, tools, buckets, flats, newspaper to wrap specimens, water, 

              snacks, sun and bug protection

Directions – In Greensboro, on Hwy 40, take hwy 68 “Eastchester”.  Pass the airport and go to Stokesdale.  From Stokesdale, turn right (east) onto hwy 158.  Quarry entrance soon on the left.  Meet at the office to sign release forms.  You can come later in morning, be aware a group will be there promptly at eight.

Please call Shirley for details on the other field trip.
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                           tarheelclub.org

Our new club web site.  Check it out.  Meet the designer, a former member at the February meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bring items for the silent auction. If you have a lot of stuff, Becky Healy or Tom Bapple will come and pick it up.  

May will be an active month for field trips - Graves Mountain, Georgia the first weekend; Aurora, NC the second.  We have only 10 slots for the fossil trip on May 11, Mother’s Day.  The holiday mite limit participation.  We will draw names at the MARCH meeting if there are more than 10 club members interested.  You must be present and dues must be paid for 2003 to be considered for the drawing.  
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JANUARY MINUTES

The members present enjoyed the social gathering with goodies furnished by President, Robin Suddaby.  Meeting called to order by the President. 

The president announced that the members at large were not voted on at the last meeting.  The voting was tabled until the next meeting.

Treasurer reported: $6,999.34 was in the checking account and $24,984.12 was in the money market account.  The savings figures were not readily available. 

Prep Maynard announced that the club’s show dates would be April 11, 12, & 13.  The show hours will be:  Friday 5 – 9, Saturday 10 – 7, Sunday 10 – 5.  

The flyers for the show will be available for distribution in February.  Donations for the grab bags were requested.  Corinne Hummel will be in charge of the lounge, Cyndy Hummel demonstration, Tom Bapple and Becky Healy silent auction, Jerry Miller dealer meal, Prep Maynard insurance Eric Motzno geodes, Bob Crocker display cases and Marian Broadway hospitality.  Post cards and grab bags will be handled during the March meeting.  All except 8 dealers have not responded.  These will be contacted in the near future by follow up letter.

The question was raised whether money/checks can be accepted for membership at the hospitality booth. Membership applications as well as fees can be accepted.

Cyndy Hummel informed the members that at the next meeting we will have photographs of minerals presented.  A projector is needed for the presentation.  Eric will check into this.  

A discussion followed on  “ Wild Acres”.

Tom made the motion for the club to pay for a scholarship for one of the volunteers at the club show to Wildacres or William Holland.  Cyndy seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.  

William Holland is open from April through October.  

Volunteers are needed for refreshments.  Several months are still available.      

2 drawings were held.  The first winner:  Chris Whitman

                                 The second winner:  Barbara Witt

The meeting was adjourned.

SUBJECT: Graves Mountain, Georgia 2003 Rock Swap and dig
EVENT DATE:  MAY 2 - 4, 2003
 

The mountain will be open to collecting from 8 am to 6 pm each day of the event.  All participants must stop at the gate to sign a liability release and make a small contribution to defray the cost of opening the mountain and providing port-o-lets.  The dig will cease and everyone is expected to be out of the area by around 6 pm each evening.  Participants will be allowed to park in designated areas up on the mountain.  Junior is again making available a few golf carts to help transport those of us how are just not up to the long walk down to the quarry floor.  These golf carts were VERY popular at last year's dig!

[image: image8.wmf]Rock Swap and BBQ: Any mineral collector who desires to participate in the daily Rock Swap is encouraged to bring their specimens, tables, chairs, etc. and set up in the parking areas.   The only fee involved will be a voluntary donation to the caretaker.  A BBQ lunch/dinner with drinks and deserts will be available for purchase starting around 11:00 a.m. and continuing till close on Saturday, May 3, 2003.  

Collect here because the rutile, lazulite, and pyrophyllite are said to

be some of the finest in the world.  The collecting area at

Graves is huge!  There are three main rock types here:

quartz-sericite schist, sericite-kyanite-quartz rock (quartzite)

and quartz conglomerate.   You may still be able to collect

rutile, kyanite, lazulite, iridescent hematite, stellate pyrophyllite, pyrite, ilmenite, muscovite, fuchsite, barite, sulfur, blue quartz and quartz crystals with a hematite coating.

You will need a hand truck (unless you hitch a ride on the golf carts) to move your buckets and tools to the collecting areas. You can bring scratching tools to surface collect and a rocker screen to sift for rutile at the top of the mountain. Gloves, safety glasses, sledgehammer and chisels will be needed to break the quartzite boulders for the lazulite and kyanite. You might also want a shovel and pry bar.  

   

Children younger than 12 are prohibited from attending because of the dangers involved.
MAKE PLANS NOW FOR THIS TRIP. WE WILL CAMP AND HOTEL IN A GROUP.  FOR MORE INFO CONTACT EDITOR.  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY

Peter Klein

TAR HEEL TRAILINGS

Part II

CHRISTA ENNIS

There once was rock club, called the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club.  The folks there are friendly and they voted on an incentive to give members a break with a tuition discount. 

Since I have been a rock hound for a long time and wanted to do something with my findings, I took advantage of the club’s offering to discount my training.  I have taken the club’s offer and took cabachoning out at the campus where new equipment was awaiting.  The new machines donated by the club are sweet as honey and the stones I have polished are my new possessions.   I had more fun and learned a lot.  The sweetest thing is that it didn’t’ cost a lot.  Thanks to the club I have a few new friends and I’m a frequent visitor at the craft center.  I have polished and shined and created new shapes and had the most fun just being there.  

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for giving me the opportunity, because now I won’t stop.  I am planning to enroll again in the spring and take the next level, oh what a thrill.  

Wildacres 2003

The new director of Wildacres is a member of our club, Jerry Miller.  Contact Jerry for up to date and specific information.  Congrats Jerry!!!

ncomnidm@aol.com  467-6613

[image: image10.jpg]History of Rockhounding

Jose Santamaria

""You're darn right it's strang...
I planted garnets!'’

From Rock Rattler 8/94 via Roadrunner 8/94
via The Burro Express 12/01



First Session - April 14-20

Cabochons

Chain making, Beginning

Faceting - Beginning

Gem Appreciation

[image: image11.wmf]Glass Bead Making

Raku Pottery

Wax Modeling/ Casting

Wirecraft - Beginning 

Wirecraft – Advanced

Wire Weaving

Third Session - September 

Chain making, Intermediate

Faceting - Advanced 

Gem Appreciation

Opals

Precious Metal Clay II

Seed Beading

Wirecraft - Beginning 

Life and the Origin of Minerals

By Alfredo Petrov, The New York Mineralogical Club

Over 30 years ago I started collecting rocks and, like most little boys, I also wanted to be an astronaut. What fun it would be to have exotic crystals from the moon and mars in my collection! But such dreams later faded with the realization that we already live on the most mineralogically diverse planet – The rest of our solar system will be comparatively dull.  How do I know this? Because life is indirectly responsible for well over half of our mineral specimens, a fact we rarely stop to consider (Plate tectonics, absent on the moon and weak on mars, produces most of the rest).

Sulfide-eating Thiobacillus and his cousins decompose sulfides to release the metal ions, which form secondary minerals. Green plants made out oxygen-rich atmosphere, and the oxide zones above ore deposits. Without them, goodbye Tsumeb dioptase, Morocco vanadinite, Arizona azurite and thousands more. And ores had to be hosted in the first place by some suitable rock, most often limestone, dolomite or carbonate-rich sandstone, largely precipitated by living organisms. Another frequent host rock is bituminous shale, again of organic origin. 

The very existence of sedimentary

rock in general, whether clastic or

chemically precipitated, ultimately

depends on the weathering of pre-

existing igneous and metamorphic

rocks, and most of that “weathering,”

even of the hardest silicates, was

achieved by bacteria and fungi rather

than by the “weather.” The total

weight of living organisms UNDER 

the Earth’s surface may well exceed

the weight of living things on top!

Another metamorphosis, “organic”

carbonates provide us with marbles

and skarns. 

Without them, no Lime Crest Quarry, No Crestmore, Goodbye grossular garnet, spinel, diopside, vesuvianite, a host of other beautiful minerals and even graphite crystals.

Calcium carbonate is not the only substance accumulated by microorganisms. Tiny creatures help Nature precipitate vast quantities of silica, phosphates, iron and manganese oxides. After metamorphosis and other geological processes, these produce pretty species like rhodonite, leaving no trace of the living things that accumulated the manganese in the first place. 

Even rare elements can be concentrated by living things to levels many times higher than normally present in rocks – Germanium in coal is one example. Millions of years later, hot gas vents above a burning coal bed can deposit crystals of rare selenium, cadmium, arsenic or germanium minerals that would never have been created if some lowly organism had not once accumulated the element in its tissues. 

Without the involvement of living creatures, some rare elements like iodine would never get sufficiently concentrated to form mineral species. 

Many other examples could be given of minerals whose origin is related to life even though this is not at first obvious: Native iron in basalt in Greenland and Germany probably was naturally smelted when hot liquid basalt incorporated coal. Native sulfur crystals in Texas, salt domes were derived from gypsum by sulfate-reducing bacteria. There is even evidence that microorganisms were involved in the growth of alluvial gold grains in Michigan and native palladium in Brazil! Shark teeth and other organic detritus falling to the ocean floor provide the nuclei for growth of cobalt-rich manganese nodules, pyrite concretions, etc. Fossil wood and other organic detritus precipitated uranium minerals in the sandstones of the Colorado plateau. 

The result of all this life-induced variety is that Earth has over 4,000 mineral species. Our moon has only a few hundred, and none of them are good-looking!

Via Bulletin of the New York Mineralogical Club, August 2001
Cartoon via Tooele Gem & Mineral Society, Utah
Second Session - August 18-24


Casting 


Fused Glass


Gem Appreciation 


PMC


Opals


Raku Pottery


Metalwork/repair advanced


Silversmithing - Beginning 


Wirecraft - Beginning 


Wirecraft – Advanced











