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The August Club Meeting will be held on

August 21st  @ 7:30 pm
The meeting place is a brick building located at 

516 Brickhaven Road.  

This is near the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

Cut and paste the following link for a map of the surrounding roads.  

fis.ncsu.edu/crafts/brickhaven/brickhaven%20map-1.pdf
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As I write this we are getting a pleasant change in the weather with cool nights and mornings.  My windows are open at night in August!  How often has that happened?

Please note that this meeting will be the Ice Cream Social in which you bring ice cream/ toppings or other sweet treats to share.  Sugar is the star of the evening!

We will also be continuing the Auction process that was started in June.

Note several announcements on various pages.  I draw your attention to page Three.  If anyone would like to gather material to participate in this swap, contact the President.

A special thank you to Bob Bendelow for providing the Jade articles.
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[image: image6.png]1 Knew Ole Rocky Was Getting
Too Many Rocks In His Basement!

by Rocky West in the T-Town Rockhound 7/61
via Beehive Buzzer 10/98 & others




JULY MINUTES

Shirley Green mentioned a fieldtrip to the Castle Hayne Quarry that occurred the Saturday after the meeting, 10-4:30pm.  

The Kannapolis Martin-Marietta Quarry gave notations of break-ins at the site. They are seeking funds to assist with legal problems not their fault. They just keep having kids break into things at the quarry over and over.  Some kids drove a truck into one of their buildings and tore it down.  More kids sprayed a fire extinguisher into an engine of one of their trucks.  Another kid drove a 4 wheeler up a wall, fell, then sued MM for him getting hurt.  It just sounded like a huge nightmare.  

There was also a presentation that went into the history of how Oil came about and how it is located with various mechanical technologies. There were many questions afterwards and thoughts shared after the presentation.

It was also decided that the Auction would occur at the August meeting to give folks time to bring funds and laughs.

Happy Rock Hounding, Obsidian Harris

Hello Fellow Rockhounds!

I am the President of the Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Society in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  We are a 30 year-old club that promotes interest and education in geology, mineralogy, paleontology, archaeology and lapidary.  Our club would like to propose an exchange of ideas and rock and fossil samples between your club and ours.  We believe an exchange of what your area enjoys, compared to what we like to pick-up, can benefit both our clubs by giving us a view of materials that are not normally available to us.  We have prairie agates and bubblegums in abundance.  The Post Office offers a box for just under $9 postage – no matter how heavy the contents.

If you are interested in this idea contact me at the addresses listed below.

Deborah Radomski, 430 E. Idaho St. Rapid City, SD 57701 sashaNren@peoplepc.com
Our club, the Delaware Mineralogical Society is interested and ready to participate. For starters, we have to offer Belemnites, Delaware Petrified Wood, Feldspars, small Mica books, Delaware Blue Rocks (Brandywine Blue Gneiss), and various nearby Pennsylvania minerals from fieldtrips that our club members attend. How would anyone like to get started?
In eager anticipation, Ken

Count us in, we have Missouri lace agate, Mozarkite (the Missouri state stone), Missouri chert, and a few nice pieces we fished out of the Missouri River from many upstream sources.  Who is the moderator and official address collector?
Osage Rock and Mineral Club
Roger Varvel

rvarvel@fidnet.com
Hello from the small towns of Luck and Frederic, in N.W. Wisconsin.  Our club of around 50 rockhounds meets at the Luck Senior Center.  The idea of exchanging samples is a great one!  Lake Superior agates are our specialty, but our interests are far-ranging!  

Dan Beal, Pres., Indianhead Gem & Mineral Society, 715 472 8809  
Would anyone in our club like to do this?  I can provide emails of all parties.

Editor

FUTURE AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS

August

Ice Cream Social / Auction

September

Ben Brulet, NCSU Graduate will summarize the Summer Field Trip Class Expedition

South American Jade
For centuries, jadeite has been shipped to the West from Myanmar (formerly Burma), and the West has shipped nephrite back (sometimes unwittingly, as when clipper ships carried green stones from California beaches to China as ballast). Now, North Americans are finding excellent jadeite being mined closer to home. Material in natural colors, ranging from bright intense greens to soft lilac, pink, blue, white, and yellow is being produced from Guatemala, the least known country as a producer of jade. Both jadeite and nephrite are white in their pure state, with all other colors caused by mixes of other minerals. 

The jadeite found in the Motagua Valley, or Motagua Fault Zone of Guatemala is likely the same as the jadeite used by Mesoamericans for 3000 years. Olmec, Toltec, Mixtec, Zapotec, Aztec, and Maya, all may have cherished this jadeite for their masks, tools, and utensils. The Guatemalan jadeite is coarser, more granular in its crystalline structure than that from Burma, although it is difficult to distinguish between them once the stone has been carved. So far no intensely green jadeite to match Burma’s has been found; however, Guatemala has produced some stunningly rich, black jade, darker than any other, with precious metal inclusions, and a ‘rainbow jadeite’ of many colors.

The Pre-Columbian people of Mesoamerica revered jadeite above gold. Jadeite meant life, fertility, and power. The most brilliant greens were reserved for kings and other royalty.  The source of the jade was concealed from the conquering Spaniards. The mines were lost to the world from the 1500’s until late in the 20th century when archaeologists used knowledge of Mayan culture and art to zero in on the Motagua Valley. Centuries old Mayan work sites with tools and bits of pottery were found.  The separate shades of jadeite favored by different cultures were also found. 

The search is documented in a book Jades of Mesoamerica, by Fred Ward.

via Breccia (SCVGMS) 05/08
Jade is a Magic Gem

Jade is a happy stone. It loves to be handled.  It does not sparkle, but it glows. Jade loves water. Almost all good pieces of Jewel Jade come from pebbles, which have been in water for many years. Jade pieces will definitely improve with wearing as pearls do, and although naturally cold, will take on warmth from the body.  Jade absorbs oil from the skin, and constant contact with the body will enhance the luster and bring out latent color. 

The people of the Far East value jade more than any other stone because they believe it brings them good luck. That is why an individual chooses a stone by appeal rather than by price tag.  It is believed that a traveler wearing a piece of jade will come to no harm in an accident, but the jade will crack.

All jade varies in hue according to the impurities present. Pure jade is white. Almost all colors of the spectrum are shown in different shades: white streaked with brilliant green; grey speckled with black; misty blue mottled gold; reds, browns, lavenders, etc. In Ancient China, jade was a ritual insignia, a symbol of authority. Jade represents benevolence. Its translucency, revealing the inner markings, is like the honesty of righteousness. Its penetrating, resonant tone is like the clarity of wisdom. Like a man of courage it can be broken, but cannot be scratched. Like justice, it has sharp edges but will not cut.

via Breccia (SCVGMS) 05/08
Are you sure it’s jade?

• If a chip is knocked off, the freshly-broken surface should not sparkle in the sun. If it does, it’s not jade.

• If you can scratch it with a knife point, it isn’t jade.

• If it’s jade, it will be much heavier than a common rock of similar size.

• Tap the specimen with a hammer. If a moon shaped fracture appears, it is agate or jasper, but not jade.

• The only positive tests for jade are X-ray analysis and specific gravity analysis.

via Breccia (SCVGMS) 05/08
Is it really jade?

Lapidaries and jewelers should constantly attempt to call their gemstones and rough materials by their correct names. The term “jade” is applied to many nonjade stones, such as:

• Korean Jade is bowenite, a hard variety of serpentine.

• Transvaal Jade is a massive variety of green grossular garnet.

• Amazon Jade is aventurine.

• American Jade is a rock -- a mixture of idocrase and grossular.

• Australian Jade is chrysoprase.

• Colorado Jade is green microcline.

• Jasper Jade is green jasper.

• Flukien, Manchurian, and Honan Jades are all soapstone.

• Mexican Jade is green-dyed marble and calcite.

• Oregon Jade is dark green jasper.

• Silver Peak Jade is malachite.

via Breccia (SCVGMS) 05/08
AUGUST FIELD TRIP

Reidsville Quarry

August 30th    8AM –1PM

Address –

7639 NC Hwy. 87

Reidsville, NC 27320

Shirley’s
phone numbers - 848-1085 or 274-1837 cell



Field Trips with the Virginia Museum of Natural History. Curator of Invertebrate Paleontology, Dr. Lauck W. Ward, will conduct these trips.

August 16; September 13

Stratford Hall/Westmoreland State Park

Cliffs along the Potomac River, sediment ranging from 3.5 million to 14 million years, fossils of whales, seals, crocodiles, sharks and shells. 

October 18

Upper James River Boat Trip

Explore the James River and collect fossils that range in age from 7 to

3.5 million years old. These marine beds contain vertebrate and invertebrate fossils accessible only by boat.

October 19

Lieutenant Run

Lieutenant Run is a small stream in Petersburg, strata deposited in extensive Miocene and Pliocene, normal to nearly normal marine salinities prevailed.  

Contact Janet Roetken     276.634.4171     janet.roetken@vmnh.virginia.gov
WILDACRES

September 15-21

Registrar

Mrs. B. J. Gearhart, 631 Lake Overlook Dr., Canton GA 30411
770-479-0963           waregistrar0809@yahoo.com
	Cold Connection
	Kim St Jean

	Chainmaking, advanced*
	Roy Deere

	Facet/Intarsia, beg
	Tom Wilkie

	Casting Finishing*
	Gino Deskins

	Opal Cutting
	Sara Lee Boyce

	PMC 2
	Ken, Mary Ann Devos

	Seed bead tech.
	Roz Evans

	Silver, beginning 
	Zane Purcell

	Stained glass, beginning
	Julia Larson

	Wire Weaving*
	Louise Coulson

	Wire, knotting/braiding*
	Don Coulson


WILLIAM HOLLAND

October 12-18 

Registrar

Denise Talbott, 216 Springview St., Murphy NC 28906
828-494-7213                   whregistrar@yahoo.com
	Cabochons
	Anita Westlake

	Chainmaking, Inter.*
	Bill & Dee Conybear

	Cold Connection
	Kathy Morris

	Faceting Two
	David Corn

	Fused Glass
	Addy DiPietro

	Opal cutting
	Joe DiPietro

	Lost Wax Casting
	John Iacullo

	Digital Photography
	Ken Kipnis

	PMC
	Pam Hall

	Scrimshaw
	Gino Deskins/Betty Porter

	Seed Beading
	Vivian Heath

	Silver, beginning #1
	Dan Haga

	Silver, beginning #2
	Don & Ann Monroe

	Silver, intermediate*
	Allen Jewell

	Beginning Wire
	Janet Corn


The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, HR554     Referral to the Committees on Agriculture and the Judiciary extended for a period ending not later than September 12, 2008.

STILL TIME TO CONTACT YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVES AND TELL THEM THAT THIS IS A "BAD" BILL.

Below are several articles about the Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, HR554. There is also a link to the actual text of the bill that is currently before the US House of Representatives. If this legislation passes, it will only be a matter of time before invertebrate and plant fossil collecting will be as extinct as the dinosaur fossils, which we are no longer allowed to collect. What we have to do is to make sure that our legislators know that this bill, as written, is bad and that provisions for the amateur fossil collector's needs are preserved and protected just as much as the fossil remains we are trying to collect. Each and every one of us need to write or call our state committee members who are reviewing this bill to voice our concerns &opinions. 


Please read, be informed and take action. Take action as individuals or formulate a club response, but act very soon or it may be too late to have any affect on the outcome of this legislation.  

 

HR554  http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c110:H.R.554:

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, HR554, was resurrected again earlier this year and approved by the Agriculture and Judiciary committees.  This bill is on a “fast track” for passage and will most likely be voted on by the House of Representatives shortly after their return from summer recess which means September or October unless there is some unforeseen delay.  It appears that a compromise has also been reached for Senate approval.  Two other legislative items of concern this year that are currently being considered by the House of Representatives are HR 2016, National Landscape Conservation System and HR 5610, Designation of Wilderness Areas.  If passed, these bills will essentially place 26 million acres of public lands controlled by BLM under a “National Park” type system which will eliminate or severely limit any type of recreational mining.  The BLM lands that are designated as Wilderness Areas would for all practical purposes be off limits for most any type of recreational activity. 

Click on the links below

  Mike McIntyre, NC

  Bob Etheridge, NC
  Robin Hayes, NC

  Virginia Foxx, NC

UPCOMING SHOWS

Sept 5-7--WINSTON-SALEM, NC 36th Annual Forsyth Club Show

Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 12-5 

contact –W. A. Marion     email mariona1@yadtel.net
Sept 27--28, HIDDENITE, NC Western Piedmont Mineral & Gem Society, 20th Annual 

Sat 9-6, Sunday 12:30-6  
Contact      Patty  Arnold  828-465-2769   

Oct 17-18-19--FRANKLIN, NC    Leaflookers Gemboree, Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin 

Fri 10-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 2 - 5

Contact       Fred Plesner     828-349-4224    email  willa@dnet.net
Nov 28-30--COLUMBIA, SC   Gem & Mineral Society, 41st Annual Gem Mineral and Jewelry Show

Fri 10-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
Contact     Sharon Sterrett 803-356-1472    email  ssterrett@sc.rr.com 
Dec 5-7--GREENSBORO, NC, Greensboro Gem & Mineral Club, 35th annual Gem and Mineral

Fri 2-7, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 

Contact    Joe Maguire  336-288-7452,  email  Joe_Maguire@prodigy.net

      August 2008


TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





August – Ice Cream Social





September –   Walt Milowic


October – The Hummels


November – OPEN























     





               








AUGUST BIRTHDAYS





Tom Bennett


Cindy Berry


Herb Biber


Walter Brandenburg


Sunshine Cawthorne


Tiffany Chrisey


Robert & Joanne Dubrock


Ashley Jackson


Laura Lunsford


Robert Paciocco


Lossie Rains


Pati Schetzina


James Tunney


David Vaughn-Burd


Kenny Williams




















 











The 2008 Club Leaders





President – Matt Cook…………....phone…..451-5881…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mattcook@nc.rr.com" ��mattcook@nc.rr.com�





Vice President – Walt Milowic….. phone…..327-3227…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:wmilowic@nc.rr.com" ��wmilowic@nc.rr.com�





Secretary – Obsidian Harris………phone…..674-0243…..email…..foxivy@nc.rr.com  





Treasurer – Corinne Hummel……phone…..779-6220….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mchummel@mindspring.com" ��mchummel@mindspring.com�





Program Chairperson……………….………………OPEN


							


Field Trip Chairperson – Shirley Green…phone…..848-1085….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:s.green@siemens.com" ��s.green@siemens.com�


			  	         		


Librarian – Bob Bendelow……………... phone…..552-8175….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:r.bendelow@earthlink.net" ��r.bendelow@earthlink.net�


                                                                                     Hospitality/Historian……………………...…….…...……….Corinne Hummel





Committee Members


Bob Bendelow 


Kenny Gay……………………………...phone…..604-2376….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:kenny.gay@ncmail.net" ��kenny.gay@ncmail.net�
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