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The April Club Meeting will be held on

April 21st   @ 7:30 pm
The meeting place is a brick building located at 

516 Brickhaven Road.  

This is near the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

Cut and paste the following link for a map of the surrounding roads.  

fis.ncsu.edu/crafts/brickhaven/brickhaven%20map-1.pdf
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Whew!  The show is over and recovery is on its way.  The Treasurer will have some show numbers for you at the meeting.  Keep in mind these will be estimates.  Not all bills have yet to arrive.  

April is Potluck month.  Good things to bring are – a variety of a meat dish or some kind of vegetable dish, salads, drinks & ice, and of course, desert.

We will have a guest, Jon Young display some opals.  

This would also be a good time to bring back the auction material.         
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Head Count 40, the meeting came to order by folks taking care of postcards and working on the remaining "Grab Bags".

It was also mentioned and noted that the May meeting would be at the New Crafts Center. 

The previous month’s meeting minutes were read and seconded.

The Door Prize Winner was Zachary Fletcher! He choose a carved Egg of coal.  He and his family are new members too!  ** I guess even coal can be carved? Who knew?**

And there was also noting various upcoming field trips that folks would be attending.

Special notes of the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Show -

Kenny sent out special notes of appreciation to all folks that made the display cases worthwhile. And they were of what I viewed!  Nancy with the help of Jeannette did a jam up deal with the snack area with the munchies and drinks.  The Hospitality booth was constantly busy at the times I passed by.  The Geode booth saws were singing away with people's geode's to be cut. And showing the delightful minerals within. And yes, there was a lot of oooohing and aaaahhhing, too.  The Demonstration area was abuzz with Club members working on the various forms of artistry from fossils, gem trees, cabbing, chain making, faceting, precious metal wire sculpting as well as identifying minerals of various types. And there were interesting ones too!

Happy Rock Hounding!  Obsidian Harris
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
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FUTURE AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS

April – Potluck & Auction and special guest Jon Young, a representative of Ethiopia Opals, will show some of the most beautiful opals that you have ever seen.  Go to www.ethiopiaopals.com to review the web site. 

May– Dr. Tacker of the NC Museum of Natural History will talk on a topic to be determined later
June – OPEN

July – OPEN

August – Ice Cream Social

September – OPEN

October – Grab bag filling

November – Elections

Grow a Crystal Garden 
from Inga Wells, Juniors Co-chair (winner of juniors category article)
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A modern variation on the traditional Coal Garden. 

First the well-known instruction for the traditional Coal Garden: 

4 T of water 
4 T of non-iodized salt 
4 T of household bluing 
4 T of household ammonia 

Mix and stir slowly until the salt is dissolved. Place broken charcoal squares in a glass bowl or other container. Slowly pan or spoon the mixture over the coal pieces. Watch the salt crystals grow. 

Housewives used to add bluing to their laundry. They liked the blue cast it gave their linens. I have tried to find said bluing in the super markets around this city and could not find it for the last few years. We have tried liquid Rit dye, or the powder dye, food coloring, Easter egg coloring agents, or tempura colors. All of them will work fine to add a bit of color to the crystals. The dye is not needed to grow the crystals. I asked myself the question, why add ammonia? It smells bad and can irritate your nose, throat, and eyes. If you use it, keep it away from your face and close the bottle immediately. The ammonia is used as an agent to speed up the evaporation of the solution. Ammonia is a gas. The household ammonia has the gas dissolved in water. It can be left out of the mix or reduced to 1 or 2 tablespoons. Keep the ratio of salt to liquid at 1 tablespoon of salt to 1 ounce of liquid or 15 ml salt to 30 ml water.

One more important item to keep in mind. Never mix any product containing ammonia with a product containing bleach. This would give off poisonous gas and should never be done. 

The Crystal Garden

You need a container. Some suggestions: a pretty glass bowl, any disposable container, plastic or foil will do. A cardboard box lined with foil to make it waterproof makes a nice display case. You can cut a window in one or more sides of box.

Next gather material on which you would like the crystals to grow. Porous materials work best. Broken pieces of charcoal, pieces of sponge, brick, broken clay pot pieces, lava rocks, pumice stones, bark, wooden beads, florist sponges, shells, sand stones, the list is endless. Arrange the material in your container. Create your garden! Mix colors, shapes and textures to suit your taste. 

Make a saturated salt solution. Spoon slowly over the objects. You can leave a little solution in the bottom of the container. The solution will flow into the porous material and new crystals will grow on the old crystals. 

Be creative, sprinkle some salt on the garden, add a little bit of a different color. After all the water is evaporated, add some more material and sparingly spoon on some saturated alum or Epsom salt solution. 

If you have lots of saturated solution left and want to try something else: You can make sun catchers or tree decoration to add to the garden. Cut the desired shape out of a plastic lid or white construction paper; coat the plastic or paper shape with the solution. Let it dry and watch the fluffy crystals grow. You can punch a hole near the edge of the shape and hang it on a houseplant or in a sunny window. Keep your creations away from moisture. 

Observe, keep notes and enjoy.

Planning A Show

By Judith Washburn

(4th Place 2000 AFMS Poetry)

Planning a Show is a headache,

When things seem not to go right;

All the phone calls and early arrangements,

Can sometimes fade clear out of sight!


We scramble and work on solutions, 

Nights get long and tempers get frayed;

One thing we all know for certain - 

We'll manage, our Show will not be delayed!

Hosting a Show is a pleasure,

As the crowds grow and everyone’s gay,

The rewards are rich and fulfilling,

They come rolling in all thru each day.

The club members all come together,

Each one playing a primary role;

The feeling of sharing our hobby,

Shines forth as our primary goal.

Planning a show is a headache,

The timing is never just so;

But the after effects keep us all going,

And thinking that next year’s a “go.”

A great big WELCOME

to all the new people who joined

our club at the show!

Faceting Machines

With a recent acquisition of spare parts, the Tar Heel Club now has three functional (and available) faceting machines. Right now, two are in my house and the third is packed up for the move back to the NCSU 

Craft Center, hopefully next month.

The most recent machine is a 1982 Ultra-Tec in excellent condition.  These machines are loaners to our members. At the present time the loan period is six months. Please consider increasing this to twelve months. While faceting is a great hobby, it needs a learning period and a twelve-month loaner period would be a big help. With the current six-month period we have all three machines NOT in use, so a twelve-month period would not affect availability.


If you want to borrow a machine, please let me know. We don't have "everything" you would need coming with each machine, but there is enough to get started and cut a stone or two.

I would like the club to purchase two copies of Jeff Graham's book, "Learning to Facet the Right Way" which answers 99% of typical faceting questions, as well as explaining the machines and walking through cutting five stones, one well explained step at a time. I have this book and still refer to it quite a bit.

Remember that Club members who have been in the Club for a year or more can take a lapidary class at the new Craft Center (for example faceting, cabbing, opals, etc.) and get a $50 rebate on the cost from our club.

Bob Bendelow

Graves Mountain Rock Swap and Dig is open to all SFMS clubs & the general public.  Collect at Georgia's premiere mineral location!

The caretaker of Graves Mountain, Clarence Norman Jr. will hold a three-day dig/rock swap on the Mountain April 24, 25 & 26, 2009.  It will open for collecting from 8 am to 6 pm each day.  All participants must stop at the welcome table in the Hospitality tent to sign a liability release and make a small contribution to defray the cost of opening the mountain and providing port-o-lets.  There will be several golf cart type, four wheeled vehicles available to transport those who have trouble walking long distances.  The dig will cease and everyone is expected to be off the mountain 6 pm each day.  Participants will park in a designated area on the mountain. 
Rock Swap and Hot Food/Drinks:

The daily rock swaps will be located in the upper parking lot.  If you would like to be a vendor, please contact Junior.  Hot food cooked on the grill, cold drinks and chips will be available for purchase during all three days of these events.   Remember to bring extra money to buy the special "Graves Mountain Rock Swap and Dig" T-shirt!  
Contact Information:  Clarence Norman Jr. - 706.359.3862 (business) or 706.359.2381 (home).  Link for a map to Graves Mountain: (CLICK HERE)


DIRECTIONS:   From Atlanta's I-285, take I-20 east to the exit for Washington, GA SR 78 (SR 10, SR 17) and turn left. Travel north to Washington, turn right onto SR 378 and drive 11 miles to the Graves Mountain area.  The entrance to Graves Mountain is on your right about 8/10 mile past the Lincoln county line sign.  The entrance is a paved road that goes through a gate and up a hill. Park along the access road and then proceed to the Welcome Tent.
GRAVES MOUNTAIN CODE OF CONDUCT

-Park in the designated area 
-Children will be allowed if under continuous adult supervision
-ALL pets must be kept under control and on a leash 
-Ladders or power tools of any kind will not be allowed

-STAY AWAY FROM ALL HIGH WALLS!!

-NO REPELLING OFF OF ANYTHING!

UPCOMING SHOWS

May 8-10--FRANKLIN, 8th annual "Mother's Day Gemboree"

Macon County Community Bldg., US 441, south of Franklin

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

contact Tony Angel, (800) 336-7829

May 22-24--SALEM, VIRGINIA, 18th annual spring show, Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows, Salem Civic Center, 1001 Blvd Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-6

contact Van Wimmer, (540) 384-6047, e-mail: van@toteshows.com
May 29-31--MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA, 19th annual Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows, National Guard Armory

315 Commonwealth Blvd., across from Liberty Fair Mall

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5

contact Van Wimmer (540) 384-6047, e-mail: van@toteshows.com
ASHEVILLE GEM FEST 
JUNE 19, 20 & 21, Friday & Saturday, 10 am – 6 pm, Sunday 11 am – 5 pm
The Colburn Earth Science Museum is pleased to announce their annual event.  On Saturday there will be two featured speakers. At 1:00 pm, Dr. Robert Lauf, PhD, will speak on Radioactive Minerals and at 3:00 pm Dr. Arvid Pasto, PhD, will present Fluorite. Both lectures are free. The Colburn Earth Science Museum will also be open admission free all weekend, and their legendary silent auction will be back, bigger and better than ever before.

2 S. Pack Square at Pack Place

Asheville, NC  28801

828/254-7162 phone 
http://www.colburnmuseum.org
What minerals are produced in North Carolina?

North Carolina has important deposits of many minerals and annually leads the nation in the production of feldspar, lithium minerals, scrap mica, olivine and pyrophyllite. The state ranks first in phosphate rock production and ranks in the top five in clay and crushed granite production. North Carolina does not produce significant quantities of metallic minerals. There is no coal, or oil and gas production. There is no coal-bed methane production either.
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  TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers





April – Potluck 





May – OPEN


June –   OPEN


July – OPEN


August – Ice Cream Social


September –   OPEN


October – The Hummels


November – OPEN























     





               














Bob Bendelow


Patricia Chapman


Lee Fleming


Hilton Freed


Jen Hilton


Mariana Lichtman


Thomas Todaro











The 2009 Club Leaders





President – Matt Cook…………....phone…..451-5881…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mattcook@nc.rr.com" ��mattcook@nc.rr.com�





Vice President – Walt Milowic….. phone…..327-3227…..email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:wmilowic@nc.rr.com" ��wmilowic@nc.rr.com�





Secretary – Obsidian Harris………phone…..674-0243…..email…..foxivy@nc.rr.com  





Treasurer – Corinne Hummel……phone…..779-6220….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:mchummel@mindspring.com" ��mchummel@mindspring.com�





Program Chairperson……………….………………OPEN


							


Field Trip Chairperson ……………………………..OPEN


			  	         		


Librarian – Bob Bendelow……………... phone…..552-8175….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:r.bendelow@earthlink.net" ��r.bendelow@earthlink.net�


                                                                                     Hospitality/Historian……………………...…….…...……….Corinne Hummel





Committee Members


Bob Bendelow 


Kenny Gay……………………………...phone…..604-2376….. email…..� HYPERLINK "mailto:kenny.gay@ncmail.net" ��kenny.gay@ncmail.net�
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