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Prez Sez

I'm looking forward to our show as I write this. The show has always been an interesting weekend for me, as well as the rest of the club. This is our major annual opportunity to publicize the club, and the mineral and lapidary arts that interest us all.

Robin
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Dues are due!!!  If you do not have a red printed address label – either I do not have your money or your new application form.  This form is in the January newsletter.  To be renewed for 2003 the club needs both items!

If you receive this newsletter early – come to the show this weekend and participate as a volunteer. 

If you receive this newsletter later – whew, are we glad another successful and fun show is complete!  Now we can get lots of rest before beginning again.
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APRIL FIELD TRIP

When –   April 19th 8:30 – 1 PM sharp 

Where –    American Stone Quarry, Chapel Hill

Minerals – calcite xls, quartz xls & pyrite xls

Details – Meet at office and sign release form, age limits – 8 and above bathroom available at office

Bring – Hard hats, boots, safety glasses, tools, buckets, flats, newspaper to wrap specimens, water, 

               snacks, sun and bug protection

Time –   30 minutes to one hour

Directions – Take Hwy 54 West from Chapel Hill, go about 5 miles, sign to he quarry is on the right.
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                  MARCH MINUTES
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WHAT THEY ARE
YoU can'r swar.

Cartoon from Rockbuster News 6/89
via T-Town Rockhound 9/97
via The Burro Express 10/97




Cyndy Hummel introduced Chris Tacker, geologist, who gave a wonderful presentation of North Carolina crystals and minerals. These specimens will be on display at the NC State Museum of Science in the year 2004.  The exhibit will be on display the entire year. Mr. Tacker also asked the club for donations to help sponsor this event.  The collector of these fine and unusual specimens wishes to remain anonymous.  Information on this collection can be found on the web side: paleomap.

The members present enjoyed refreshments and commenced with filling grab bags and preparing postcards for the club show.

The meeting was called to order by president Robin Suddaby at 9:00 p.m.

The treasurer report was dispensed.

Marion Broadway won the drawing.

Field trips:  8 members were interested in the Aurora trip.

Prep Maynard reported everything was going fine with the show preparations.

The announcement was made that 2 display cases were still available.

Sign up sheet for the show volunteers were passed around.

Members were delighted when  Nazir Hamdoon showed gorgeous cornflower blue sapphires from Sri Lanka.  He also had some unusual jewelry and light blue sapphires, which he will use to fill one of the cases at the show.  

Cyndy Hummel made the motion to assign funds for a club library.  Cathy Cawthorne seconded the motion.  Discussion followed on items to purchase or otherwise acquiring for the library such as books and instructional videos and the amount of money to spend.  An amended motion was made by the president that club members bring ideas and suggestions for the library for books, videos etc. to the May meeting. Jerry Miller seconded. Amended motion passed and original motion passed.  Jerry made the motion for Shirley Green to purchase books at our club show and spend up to $300.00.  Mickey Broadway seconded.  Motion carried.

A member/guest will check into the possibility for club members to use the campus lapidary library.

Respectfully submitted

Chris Ennis, secretary

SUBJECT: Graves Mountain, Georgia 2003 Rock Swap and dig
EVENT DATE:  MAY 2 - 4, 2003
 

The mountain will be open to collecting from 8 am to 6 pm each day of the event.  All participants must stop at the gate to sign a liability release and make a small contribution to defray the cost of opening the mountain and providing port-o-lets.  The dig will cease and everyone is expected to be out of the area by around 6 pm each evening.  Participants will be allowed to park in designated areas up on the mountain.  Junior is again making available a few golf carts to help transport those of us how are just not up to the long walk down to the quarry floor.  These golf carts were VERY popular at last year's dig!

[image: image9.wmf]Rock Swap and BBQ: Any mineral collector who desires to participate in the daily Rock Swap is encouraged to bring their specimens, tables, chairs, etc. and set up in the parking areas.   The only fee involved will be a voluntary donation to the caretaker.  A BBQ lunch/dinner with drinks and deserts will be available for purchase starting around 11:00 a.m. and continuing till close on Saturday, May 3, 2003.  

Collect here because the rutile, lazulite, and pyrophyllite are said to be some of the finest in the world.  The collecting area at Graves is huge!  There are three main rock types here: quartz-sericite schist, sericite-kyanite-quartz rock (quartzite) and quartz conglomerate.   You may still be able to collect rutile, kyanite, lazulite, iridescent hematite, stellate pyrophyllite, pyrite, ilmenite, muscovite, fuchsite, barite, sulfur, blue quartz and quartz crystals with a hematite coating.

You will need a hand truck (unless you hitch a ride on the golf carts) to move your buckets and tools to the collecting areas. You can bring scratching tools to surface collect and a rocker screen to sift for rutile at the top of the mountain. Gloves, safety glasses, sledgehammer and chisels will be needed to break the quartzite boulders for the lazulite and kyanite. You might also want a shovel and pry bar.  

   

Children younger than 12 are prohibited from attending because of the dangers involved.
MAKE PLANS NOW FOR THIS TRIP. WE WILL CAMP AND HOTEL IN A GROUP.  FOR MORE INFO CONTACT EDITOR.  

THE GREAT DIAMOND HOAX

In 1871, two prospectors, Philip Arnold and John Slack, appeared in San Francisco with quantities of diamonds that they had "found" in Wyoming. After depositing their stones in the vault of the Bank of California, they sat back and let the news of their find spread through the city. Tiffany's valued the stones at $150,000. Soon, investors were approaching Arnold and Slack to develop their claim. Reluctantly, the two miners finally agreed to discuss their prospects with San Francisco's most prominent financiers. The moneymen hired a mining engineer and the claim holders agreed to take the whole party out to examine the diamond field.
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After a train ride, followed by four grueling days of traveling blindfolded on horseback, the party arrived at the richest gem field they had ever seen. Diamonds, rubies, and emeralds were peppered across the bare ground. There were even "small glittering piles resembling ant hills ... encrusted with diamond dust." The mining engineer wrote a glowing report. Some of the most astute businessmen of the day, General George S. Dodge, William C. Ralston, Thomas S. Selby, and Baron von Rothschild, invested in the project. Arnold and Slack "reluctantly" sold their interest in the stake for $660,000.

Not long after, Clarence King, a U.S. government geologist, went out to inspect the gem field. The precious stones were so thick; all you had to do was bend over to pick one up. Much to his surprise, however, King and his companion found one stone that was partially polished. Immediately, King contacted investors and the whole illusion collapsed. Not even the mining engineer had questioned the probability of finding diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and sapphires in the same place. In retrospect, Asbury Harpending, one of the initial investors, wrote, "Why a few pearls weren't thrown in for good luck I have never yet been able to tell."

When the truth came out, it was revealed that Arnold and Slack had paid $25,000 to salt the area with second-rate diamonds and gemstones. Whether some of these salted stones are still in the area along the Colorado/Wyoming borders is hard to say. But if you are in that area and find something that looks like a diamond, it just might be.

From Hunting Diamonds in California, by Mary Hill and The Rockfinder- January 2000, Lodestar May 2002.


APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Hilton Freed

Sam Parrish

Marian Susann

Thomas Todaro

Safety First

by Bill Klose, EFMLS Safety Chairman

Hammers used by rock hounds come in every size, type and construction, and include rock hammers, blacksmith's or sledge hammers, machinist's peen hammers, jeweler's hammers, setting hammers, soft face hammers, lead or copper faced hammers, trimmer's and welder's hammer's, as well as a variety of mallets, such as rawhide, rubber, and tinner's. I have even seen napping hammers (a 3 pound high carbon steel hammer with tapering faces used for forming stones during road construction or similar stone work) and railroad track mauls (used for driving railroad spikes). As it is hard to anticipate what a rockhounds "favorite weapon" will be, I thought I would present a list of general hammer safety practices followed by the proper use of some of the more common hammer types. 


1. Always select the proper type, size, and weight of hammer for the job. 

2. Always wear eye protection. 

3. Always strike a hammer blow squarely, avoiding glancing blows and over 

    and under strikes. The hammers striking face should be parallel with the 

    surface being struck. 

4. When striking a chisel, punch, or wedge, the striking face of the hammer 

    should be 3/8" larger than the struck face of the tool. Both the striking 

    hammers face and the struck face of the tool should be free of oil. 

5. Do not strike another hammer with a hammer.

6. Do not strike a harder surface with a hard surface hammer.

7. Never use a hammer with dents, cracks, chips, mushrooming, or  

    excessive wear. Replace the hammer-redressing is not recommended. 

8. Replace worn or damaged handles. A qualified individual should replace 

    hammer handles. Most hardware stores will replace hammer  handles for 

    a nominal fee. They can also provide a rubber sleeve for sledgehammers, 

    which will prevent handle damage just above the  head. 

Hand drilling hammers are used with chisels, star drills, punches, and hardened nails. Never use common nail (claw) hammers for striking metal, such as chisels, as they are designed for driving unhardened nails and their shape, depth of face, and balance make them unsuitable for this use.

Machinist's peen hammers (ball, cross, or straight) are designed for striking chisels and punches and riveting, straightening and shaping metal.

Blacksmith's or sledgehammers are designed for striking wood, metal, concrete, or stone, depending on size, weight, and shape.

When using a hammer, grip the handle near the end where it is designed for gripping and will give you the best control and impact with the least effort. Watch your hands, shins, and feet. It may be advisable to wear gloves, long sleeve shirts, and high lacing safety shoes to protect from flying debris and sharp shards if the situation warrants it.

When storing hammers for a period of time, lightly lubricate metal parts, but wipe any oil or grease from rubber mallets or rubber handle grips to prevent damage to the rubber.

So get out there and hammer up a storm, safely.

As part of a sweeping set of new federal regulatory guidelines, the U.S. Congress has created an office within the Department of the Interior to license and register public ownership of rock hammers. The legislation, signed into law on November 31 of last year, established the National Rock Hammer Registry (NRHR) for this purpose. NRHR Director, Aprile J. Ester, stated that, starting January 1, the public will be required to register all currently owned and newly purchased rock hammers by completing a form obtainable from gem and mineral dealers. A completed form must include an inked imprint of the hammer's "striking surface" and profile of the hammer's head. The next time you visit your local gem and mineral dealer, be sure to ask for a copy of the federal rock hammer registration form. 

Yes, the last paragraph is an April Fool's joke from by Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society, Inc

Sri Lanka - the “Pearl of the Orient”

by Nazeer Hamdoon, Gemologist

For the visiting tourist, Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) is a true taste of Paradise.   This resplendent island in the Indian Ocean, with its fascinating variety in climate, landscape and the sun-kissed golden beaches, together with its rich cultural heritage, has for many centuries attracted travelers from all over the world.  It still continues to do so offering within an area of only 25,600 square miles.  The beauty and originality of the Island has mesmerized even celebrities to believe that the origin of humans would have had its beginnings amidst the luster of its serenity.  

Colombo, the capital, is the ideal base from which to explore mother nature’s bounties; lovely beaches, salubrious hill country, ancient cities and gem country.  A tour of Ratnapura, the “City of Gems” is very scenic. It would give you the opportunity to visit a gem mine, the gem museum and gem cutting and polishing centers.  Down the ages, the gems of Ratnapura have attracted travelers from many countries.  Even King Solomon sent his galleons to Sri Lanka to bring the gems with which he wooed the fastidious Queen of Sheba. 

Gemstones of Sri Lanka are believed to date back to the pre-Cambrian age geologically.  These gemstones could well be over 800M years old.  The first recorded historical tradition of Sri Lankan gems goes back to 500 B.C., making the island’s gem industry one of the oldest in the world.

Sri Lanka produces the largest variety of gemstones, no less than 40 of the 60 odd varieties, which enter the contemporary gem market.  This reveals Sri Lanka’s pre-eminent position as the greatest colored gem producing country in the world!  Most of the world’s celebrated colored precious gems, which have become national treasures of many a great country, are from in Sri Lanka. 

A visit to the U.S. National Gem Collection, exhibited at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. will reveal Sri Lanka’s outstanding position amongst the gem producing countries.  This world-famous collection of Rubies, Sapphires, Alexandrites and Chrysoberyl Cat’s Eye are on permanent display, some 30 odd out of a total of 38 are of Sri Lanka origin.

To mention a few...
The Blue Giant of the Orient - a whopping 466 carats
The largest Blue Sapphire weighing 423 carats
The Blue Belle of Asia of 400 carats
The Star of Lanka  - 362 carats
Cat’s Eye - 105 carats -  a British Royal Jewel
Alexandrites -  43 and 27 carats at the British Museum
Hope Cat’s Eye - over 500 carats
The “Star of India” - of 563 carats
Rosser Reeves Star Ruby - 138 carats


Also, many a Sri Lankan jewel of very high quality has passed on to the personal collections of the wealthiest in the world.   Is it any wonder that the bank vaults in the U.S. and Switzerland are considered today as “The best gem mines in the world”?

“The Land of warm and friendly people, The Land of Beauty and Eloquence,
The Land of Romance and History, The Land that showered gems and spices on
Cleopatra, Solomon and Sheba...”
      April  2003


TAR HEEL TAILINGS





Complete list of Refreshment Volunteers








                         April - OPEN


                         May – Susan & Chris Whitley


                         June – Ice Cream Social


                         July – OPEN


                         August –  OPEN


                         September – C & C Hummel


                         October – OPEN


                         November – Christmas Dinner








