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I want to thank you for 
attending our first Open Pit 
Quarry field trip of 2010 to 
the Martin-Marietta quarry in 
Reidsville, NC. According to 
everyone who came we had 
a great time. In all there 
were about twenty club 
members that showed up 
for this trip.  The weather 
was perfect. It was also very 
nice to see our younger 
folks get excited at the 
scenery and the abundance 
of rocks in this quarry. While 
we did not come away with 
any sizable crystals we did 
get to experience this 
particular mine and see the 
results the subterranean 
pressures on layers of rock 

The Martin-Marietta Reidsville, NC field trip report.  
By Tom Todaro 

 beds bending the 
formations into twisted 
designs (see photo on pg2). 
Mike Welker and his son 

Jackson and I took over  
1800 lbs worth of yard rock! 
How do I know that you ask? 

óWas that a great show or what?ó 
From Walt Milowic, your club President 

 You probably all realize that 
to get the newsletter out to 
you before the meeting, it 
needs to be started much 
earlier, around the first week 
of the month.  9ÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
this newsletter until after the 
show, but I find myself 
wanting to talk about how 
great the show was (will be).  
)ÔȭÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÏØ ÏÆ 
time travel on Star Trek if you 
understand that reference.   

Therefore, I have decided to 
write my article as if the show 
had already taken place.  I 
wonder how close I will get!  

Hello fellow Gem and 
Mineralists, 
 
Was that a great show or 
what?  We really all need to 
thank Kenny Gay, Cyndy 
Hummel and everyone else 
who worked so hard to 
make the show a wonderful 
success.  You couldnôt have 
asked for better weather!  
How you worked that out 
Kenny I have no idea but 

excellent work.   
 
I really appreciated the 
great turnout from club 
members.  It was so good to 

see so many of you 
there.  Besides all of the 
regulars, we had a nice 
showing of new 
members.  I hope you all 
enjoyed yourselves.  
There is so much to do 
and many hands make 
the work go so much 
faster.  From setup on 
Thursday to cleanup on 
Sunday, you guys all 
worked so hard.  I really 
do appreciate it. 
The food on Friday was 
excellent.  I know all of 
the dealers really 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=b954768494&view=att&th=127ac66a78c39997&attid=0.1&disp=inline&zw
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  Was that a great show or what?  Cont. from Pg. 1 

 
 

appreciate having that done for them as they 
are busy setting up.  Thanks to everyone on 
the food committee for the meal and all of 
the drinks and snacks we had throughout 
the weekend.   
Once again, the silent auction and grab 
bags were a big hit especially with the kids.  
We are going to have to make more grab 
bags next year.  They were very popular.  
The geode booth did a brisk business.  
Thatôs a great moneymaker for the club and 
the kids really enjoy seeing the cut geode for 
the first time.  What did everyone think of the 
new soundproofing we tried?  It seemed 
better than last year.  Did anyone hear any 
comments from any of the dealers?   
I passed out a survey to all of the dealers.  I 
received several of them back and in 
general they seemed very pleased with how 
everything worked.  A few still mentioned the 
noise from the geode booth, but you canôt 

please everyone. 
I had a nice turnout for my little talk to the 
kidôs on starting a rock collection.  We had 
plenty of egg cartons.  Next year I would 
like to have more of those talks.  We had 
discussed four for this year, but that didnôt 
work out.  I will try and start a little earlier 
on that next year. 
The ñfossil digò for sharkôs teeth was 
popular.  I think that is something we 
should try and do every year.  The napping 
demonstration was very interesting.  It 
made me want to go home and try it right 
myself.   
I guess thatôs about it.  Please right down 
any ñlessons learnedò for next year.  We 
are always trying to make the show better 
and better. 
Iôm not sure of the program for the meeting 
just yet.  You will just have to be surprised.  
See you there! 

Walt     

 

 

  
  

The metamorphic processes that 
shaped a lot of the material was 
evident throughout the quarry. 

 
 

 
 

Cont. from pg.1 
Below: Tom demonstrates that proper 

placement of the truck is required when one 
considers loading up on 1800 lbs of Rock 

Rocks sure do seem to make some people real happy! 
Story  Continued on Pg-5 
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Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 
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The head count was 39. 
  
Walt Milowic, President, called the 
meeting to order. He inquired about 
new members at the meeting. 
  
Various volunteer sheets were 
passed around to people to sign for 
the Show. 
  
Rock Joke???  Walt had one! And it 
was a good one! Good form! Good 
form! 
  
Walt wanted a motion to read the 
minutes.  Chris Ennis seconded the 
motion. George Harris made a 
motion to accept the minutes as 
read in the newsletter.  The 
treasurer responded about the 
treasurerôs report. 
  
Old Business. 
The idea about egg cartons for 
starting the mineral collections for 
children at the show was mentioned. 
Joe addressed the storage unit 
issue.  
  
For example, a space 10 x10 on 
Beryl Road would cost $90 per 
month.  Walt addressed the issue of 
the unit being close to the 
fairgrounds. Joe Moylan stated that 
the unit will not replace the trailer.  
Corinne Hummel addressed the 
security issue due to Storage units 
in various areas being broken into. 

The Insurance issue for coverage 
of the unit was mentioned.  The 
Club does not have coverage for 
this.   
 
Walt asked if someone would be 
Program chairperson.  No 
volunteers yet. 
  
Joe addressed the club members 
about a man who has a collection 
to be put on sale. Walt wrote the 
address of the location for club 
members to go to- Ike Abernathy, 
101 William Drive, Benson, NC 
27504.  Saturday at 10AM, this 
weekend only.  Joe mentioned 
some of the minerals that were 
available.   
  
There was talk about faceting and 
what people may or may not 
know about it.  
  
George gave mention about a 
document reader to present 
material at the Crafts Center. 

  
Walt addressed the issue about 
Advertising in the newsletter.  It 
would not cost members 
anything. 
  
Joe mentioned about doing 
Knapping on Sunday during the 
show.  There was mention about 
teaching the kids about stringing 
beads perhaps next year.  Walt 
asked about who would be 
interested in teaching about 
fossils. 
  

Tom Todaro addressed the 
fieldtrip for Reidsville, NC. This 
one was cancelled for February.  
Cyndy mentioned goggles are 
helpful while hitting on boulders. 
Also helpful - Bug spray, food, 
containers, newspaper. Be On 
Time for the trip.  Tom addressed 
people needing a ride/rider for the 
fieldtrip. 
  
Walt mentioned the previous stock 
of Herkimer Diamonds that were 
auctioned. The donor needs a 
receipt.  The treasurer would 
check on the figures for the 
previous auctions.  Estimate on 
what is still available is unknown.  
The club members who have more 
of the stock will need to provide an 
estimate to the President. 
  
A letter was read to the club 
members noting appreciation for 
the club donating a piece of 
equipment to the studio. 
  
Craig Potter was the Door Prize 
winner for the evening. He has 
postponed his choosing till a later 
date.  Congratulations Craig!!! 
  
The final tally of Grab Bags 
constructed was:  265 for today. 
Walt volunteered himself to keep 
this stock of Grab Bags till the 
show in April.  The total for Grab 
Bags done for the show was 659 
including the October meetingôs 
bags. 
 
Happy Rock Hounding 
Obsidian ñ 

UMinutes of the March 16th, 2010 THG&MC Meeting 
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LS14 LORTON 14ò DROP SAW  $550.00 
INDUSTRIAL TUMBLER (40#)  $475.00 
CROWN CABBING UNIT   $425.00 
 UCall John Heinz  @  919-851-0483 Or all (3) $1,100.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club Member Request: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE:  All contributions to the newsletter must be received by the first 
(1st) of the month in order to be published in that monthôs newsletter. 

 
  

Upcoming Programs 

 

Refreshments 
Coordinator; Jeanette Baugh 

P 

 

April: Potluck 
May: OPEN 
June: OPEN 
July: OPEN 
Aug: Ice Cream Social 
Sept: OPEN 
Oct: OPEN 
Nov: OPEN 

April:  Potluck 
May: Sarah & Barrett Redpath 
June: OPEN  
July: Ken Carlson - need one other volunteer 
Aug: Ice Cream Social 
Sept: OPEN 
Oct: Corinne & Cyndy Hummel 
Nov: OPEN 

Classified 

Treasurer Report 
 
Beginning Balance $21,743.32 

450.0 Deposits ï Members 
                                 ------------ 
                                $22,193.32 

239.0 SFMS Dues 
75.99 Machine Repair 
74.64 Meeting Food 

230.70 Office Supplies & Postage 
189.66 Club Supplies 

99.55 Show 2010 Expenses 
                                 -------------- 
                                $21,283.78       Ending Balance 

 

February Treasurers 

Report 

Dear Club members 
In putting together references for a research project, I need to look at back issues of several 

magazines.  I need to see any back issues of Rocks and Minerals, Rock and Gem, Gems and 
Minerals, Lapidary Journal or any other journal sets.  Since the cost of copying at a library is 
expensive, if I could borrow them it would be very helpful.  I will come to you and pick them up and 
return them to you when I have finished with them. They will be treated gently and with loving care. 
This would be a huge and valuable help. Thanks!! 
Kenny Gay 
919-604-2376 
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APRIL B-DAYS 
John Bardin 

Bob Bendelow 
Kimberly Cathey 

Bill Chapman 
Lee Fleming 
Hilton Freed 
Jen Hilton 

Mariana Lichtman 
James Payne 
Craig Potter 

Veronica Samuel 
John Stranzl 

Thomas Todaro 
Vivian Vanderbee 

 

 

-Marietta Field Trip Report  Cont. from Pg-2 

seen to date. This is good! 
They also provided me with 
the Martin-Marietta Rules & 
Regulations document of 
which I scanned and 
included in the CD to Craig. 
Since all M-Marietta's abide 
by the same rules we can 
become more 
knowledgeable of Open Pit 
safety. 

 Once again thanks to 
all.............. 
  
Oh yea...........The picture on 
the front coverééé...whose 
car is that down there at the 
bottom of the pit?  
Hmmmmmmmmm 
 

 Tom Todaro 

Well, we weighted the truck 
of course!  I also took a 
bunch of pictures but 
unfortunately the 34 MB size 
rules out email. I will provide 
Craig Potter with a CD as 
maybe we could show them 
at the next meeting. The 
folks at the mine were very 
friendly, and told me our 
group was the best he had 

Copernicus discovered that 
the Earth orbits the Sun 
paving the way for our 
modern view of the world. 
Thirteen years ago, HelementH 
112 was discovered by an 
international team of 
scientists at the GSI 
accelerator facility. A few 
weeks ago, the International 
Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry, IUPAC, officially 
confirmed their discovery. In 
around six months, IUPAC 
will officially endorse the 
new element's name. This 
period is set to allow the 
scientific community to 
discuss the suggested name 
"copernicium" before the 
IUPAC naming.  

"After IUPAC officially 
recognized our discovery, 
we - that is all scientists 
involved in the discovery - 
agreed on proposing the 
name "copernicium" for the 
new element 112. We would 
like to honor an outstanding 
scientist, who changed our 
view of the world", says 
Sigurd Hofmann, head of the 
discovering team.  

Copernicus was born 1473 
in Torun; he died 1543 in 
Frombork, Poland. Working 
in the field of astronomy, he 

realized that the planets 
circle the Sun. His discovery 
refuted the then accepted 
belief that the Earth was the 
center of the universe. His 
finding was pivotal for the 
discovery of the 
Hgravitational forceH, which is 
responsible for the motion 
of the planets. It also led to 
the conclusion that the stars 
are incredibly far away and 
the universe inconceivably 
large, as the size and 
position of the stars does 
not change even though the 
Earth is moving. 
Furthermore, the new world 
view inspired by Copernicus 
had an impact on the 
human self-concept in 
theology and philosophy: 
humankind could no longer 
be seen as the center of the 
world.  

With its planets revolving 
around the Sun on different 
orbits, the solar system is 
also a model for other 
physical systems. The 
structure of an atom is like a 
microcosm: its electrons 
orbit the atomic nucleus like 
the planets orbit the Sun. 
Exactly 112 electrons circle 
the atomic nucleus in an 
atom of the new element 
"copernicium".  

Element 112 is the heaviest 
element in the periodic 
table, 277 times heavier 
than hydrogen. It is 
produced by a nuclear 
fusion, when bombarding 
zinc ions onto a lead target. 
As the element already 
decays after a split second, 
its existence can only be 
proved with the help of 
extremely fast and sensitive 
analysis methods. Twenty-
one scientists from 
Germany, Finland, Russia 
and Slovakia have been 
involved in the experiments 
that led to the discovery of 
element 112.  

Since 1981, GSI 
accelerator experiments 
have yielded the discovery 
of six chemical elements, 
which carry the atomic 
numbers 107 to 112. The 
discovering teams at GSI 
already named five of them: 
element 107 is called 
bohrium, element 108 
hassium, element 109 
meitnerium, element 110 
darmstadtium, and element 
111 is named roentgenium. 

Source: Helmholtz Association 
of German Research Centres 
 

'Copernicium' The newest Chemical element named 

http://www.physorg.com/tags/element/
http://www.physorg.com/tags/gravitational+force/
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Upcoming Local Events 

April 17ð18, 2010: Dothan, AlabamaðDothan Gem 

& Mineral Club. 3rd Annual Gem & Mineral Show, 
Westgate Park (James Grant Rec center, 501 Recreation 
Road. Free parking & admission. Hours: Sat 9-5 & Sun 
10-4. Contact Arnie Lambert (334) 792-7116 or 

HUarlambert@comcast.netU 

 

April 24ð25, 2010: Memphis, TN ðMemphis 

Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show, Memphis Int. Agricenter, 
Expo Center Road. 
 Sat, April 25 9-6:00, Sun, April 26 10-5,  
Speakers Programs both days. Adults $5.00, Children 12 
and under $2.00. Scouts free.  

New Spinel Discovery,  It was there all this time, square on the nose of his face.   
 

e
a 

/
d 

April 24-25: Franklin, NJ - 38th Annual NJ Earth 

Science Gem & Mineral Show (with Outdoor Swap) Co-
sponsored by the Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical 
Society, New Jersey Earth Science Association and 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum. Franklin School, Franklin, 
NJ.  Show contacts: 
Show Chair Kim Cochran 770.979.8331 
Dealer Chair Anita Westlake 404.761.7849  
HUUhttp://www.gamineral.org/may-show.htmUU 

May 7-9, 2010: Marietta, GA  -- Gem & Mineral Show, 

Fri,Sat: 10-6; Sun: Noon-5  
Auction ï Sat. @ 1PM,THE GEORGIA MINERAL 
SOCIETY  
The Cobb County Civic Center,   

(NASA) ï People donôt discover a 
new type of moon rock every day, so 
consider the odds of finding one rich 
in a mineral that Englandôs King 
Henry V wore on his battle helmet. 
And then imagine spotting, right on 
the Man in the Moonôs nose, huge 
and previously unknown deposits of 
another mineral from the same family. 
Using data from NASAôs Moon 
Mineralogy Mapper (M3) on Indiaôs 
Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft, a team of 
researchers recently did just that. 
 The new rock is a unique mixture of 
plain-old plagioclase ð plentiful in the 
Earthôs crust and the moonôs 

HUhttp://appmodo.com/13971/mole-quest-for-the-terracore-gem-app-review-for-the-iphone-and-ipod-touch/UH If you have an 
iphone or an ipod touch, this rock-hounding may be the game for you. 
HUhttp://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/CGS/Home.htmlUH  This site provides numerous downloadable field-trip guide 
books, maps, and charts of the Carolinas.  It will prove to keep any avid rock hound busy for years. Great Site! 
HUhttp://www.ncminerals.com/ncmineralswebsite_files/page0011.htmUH  And while we are on the subject, try this link.  Its titled: 
Links of Interest to Rock hounds in NC;  It will take you to a list of links for North Carolina gems and minerals. 
HUhttp://www.rocksforkids.com/UH Just like the name says, A nice place to steer the younger members.   
information & photographs of over 6300 specimens from the Glenn & Martha Vargas Gem & Mineral Collection.  
HUhttp://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29726500/ns/technology_and_science-scienceUH This site highlights a half dozen of the most 
recent significant fossil finds. 
HUhttp://www.amfed.orgUH / HUhttp://www.amfed.org/sfmsUH These are the official sites for the organizing body that the Tar Heel 
Gem & Mineral Club is founded under.  I would strongly urge all members to check them out on a regular basis. 
HUhttp://www.rockhoundlounge.comUH  Scott Laborde, a club member maintains his own web site that might be of interest to 
people collecting in and around Wake County. 
I would like to encourage all members of the THG&MC that maintain their own presence on the internet to send me a link 
to their site to be published in future Vugsites so that other club members may learn and enjoy the craft, the art, t 

UVugsites  The following are some links to Web-S ites that may interest some of our members: 

highlands ð and pink spinel, an 
especially beautiful arrangement of 
magnesium, aluminum and oxygen 
that, in its purest forms, is prized as a 
gemstone here on Earth. The rock 
was discovered on the far side of the 
moon by Carlé Pieters, a planetary 
scientist at Brown University, 
Providence, R.I. and the principal 
investigator for the M3 science team. 
Intrigued by the spinel on the far side, 
the researchers looked for it on the 
near side of the moon. And, boy, did 
they find it. 
   ññWhat I find really amazing is the 
near-side spinel deposits are huge ð 

tens of thousands of square 
kilometers ð and they are sitting 
smack-dab in the center of the near 
side,ò says Sunshine. ñAll of us [on 
Earth] have literally been staring at 
these our whole lives, and we didnôt 
know they were there.ò 
Earlier studies of the moon didnôt 
locate this chromite spinel because 
the instruments didnôt reach the 
critical wavelength of 2 micrometers 
(µm), where a key part of the spinel 
signature is apparent. 
   The scientists are still working on an 
explanation.  For now, ñthe moon still 
has a lot of surprises for usò 

mailto:arlambert@comcast.net
http://www.gamineral.org/may-show.htm
http://appmodo.com/13971/mole-quest-for-the-terracore-gem-app-review-for-the-iphone-and-ipod-touch/
http://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/CGS/Home.html
http://www.ncminerals.com/ncmineralswebsite_files/page0011.htm
http://www.rocksforkids.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29726500/ns/technology_and_science-science
http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/sfms
http://www.rockhoundlounge.com/
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Above  Left: Additional Photos from the Martin -Marietta Reidsville 
quarry.   I use to wonder what 1800 lbs of rock might look like in the 
back of a pickup �± Now I know!  

 
 
 
 
 

Below Right: Images from the March 16
th
 Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club meeting; 

Members were busy stuffing grab bags, and addressing post-cards. 

g  


